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July 23, 2007 Edition 

Quick Reminders

Next PAG call -- July 30, 3:00-4:00 pm Eastern
On the Hill

FY 2008 Education Appropriations – Lots on the Labor-HHS-Education bill this past week. Here is the news:
House passes it! --- Can you believe it! After a grueling five month process, the House passed its version of the appropriations bill in the early evening last Thursday by a vote of 276-140.  Pretty good bi-partisan vote but not enough to override the threatened Presidential veto. We were glued to the tube via C-SPAN to watch the long series of amendments from both sides. The net result for our priority programs was basically the same as what came out of the House subcommittee: good but not as good as the Senate. See the attached chart for a score card for how things fared as well as our preferences between the House and Senate versions.  
House report language --- For those of you who are interested in reading the committee report language for the House bill go here. You will find lists of earmarks as well as some interesting comments:  http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/?&dbname=cp110&sid=cp110gnzmL&refer=&r_n=hr231.110&item=&sel=TOC_895923&
Senate to go to the floor when? --- Well, given the contentious all night debate this last week over the Iraq war, all bets are off about when the Senate will move on its version of the education approps bill. Some staffers are now saying it ain’t gonna get done until after the August recess. We were (and still are) hoping for faster action since the Senate bill treats our priorities quite a bit better than the House. Again see attached chart.    
ED’s approps chart --- The ED keeps a pretty good updated chart on the status of the various versions of the approps bills. See it at:    http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget08/08action.pdf
Our evolving strategy --- As we have previously reported we continue to prefer the Senate version over the House version of the bill for our priority programs and will promote the Senate levels when the bill’s conference takes place later in the fall.  We are concerned now about timing. The president has threatened to veto the approps bill because it exceeds his own proposal for the bill by over $12 billion.  As we noted earlier the House vote was not enough to override the Prez’s veto should it occur.  So we could be in for a showdown later this fall. What a way to get ready for a very partisan election year in 2008!  
ESEA reauthorization – Word continues to swirl around the Hill about when a proposal will be “dropped” (presented) in the House and Senate. We heard that the staff in the House are moving as fast as possible and are sworn to secrecy about what’s up.   We think something just might happen next week in the House but the Senate will linger much longer. Place your bets now, folks.  
All Students Can Achieve Act--- Senators Leiberman, Landreu, Coleman introduced this bill based upon NCLB Commission’s recommendations”… It gives technical details on how the accountability system could evolve in the next iteration of the law: through a massive push for longitudinal student data sys​tems, a transition to gauge teacher effectiveness rather than qualifications, and using student annual growth rather than class comparison…”  Controversial stuff for some folks to be sure. See it at http://lieberman.senate.gov/newsroom/release.cfm?id=279263   Or at http://www.aspeninstitute.org/atf/cf/%7BDEB6F227-659B-4EC8-8F84-8DF23CA704F5%7D/SUMMARYALLSTUDENTSCANACHIEVEBILLFINAL7.18.07.PDF
Miller memo to freshman --- On last week’s conference call we mentioned that George Miller sent a memo to House freshman with a list of major changes to be considered in the next reauthorization. Thanks to the stealth work of one sneaky Knowledge Alliance member, we got a hold of the list. Here it is:  Avoiding the labeling of entire schools as failing because they have students who are harder to teach; Allowing schools to use growth models. Allowing states to use multiple sources of evidence; Improving test quality.  Addressing the dropout crisis.  Giving schools more time to bring up test scores before they are forced to take corrective action.  Easing certification requirements for teachers.  Giving schools more options for showing they are making students better at math and reading. Treating schools less harshly if they have small populations of low-achieving students compared with those with widespread problems. Allowing different ways of calculating a school's progress in bringing up test scores in select locations. Differentiating interventions for schools needing improvement. Improving ELL accountability and assessment practices.  Altering special education accountability and assessment practices.  Supporting teacher reforms, including higher salaries, career ladders, mentoring, and performance pay.   Increasing NCLB funding.  

Department of Education (ED) 
State Longitudinal Data Systems--- Remember two weeks ago when we wondered out loud about how could ED announce new grant awards for $62 million when the appropriations for the program was only around $24 million? Well, we pressed the ED about this and one of our trusty friends there wrote back    “...The announcement was poorly worded.  The grants awarded are worth $62 million over the 3-year term of the grants.  We awarded only first year funding from 2007 funds.  The final appropriated amount was $24,552,000…” Mystery solved, yes?  
What Works Clearinghouse--- In case you missed the announcement two weeks ago, “… The Institute of Education Sciences has awarded a five-year contract to Mathematica Policy Research, Inc. of Princeton, NJ, for operation and expansion of the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC)….” 
Elsewhere
“Reaching Out to Diverse Populations: What Can Schools Do to Foster Family-School Connections" See this strategy brief from our buds at the Southwest Educational Development Laboratory (SEDL) which “…discusses strategies helpful to schools that want to broaden and deepen involvement beyond the traditional fundraising or party-planning activities..” http://www.sedl.org/connections/research-briefs.html
“Is NCLB Leaving Children Behind?” We missed attending this interesting forum at the American Enterprise Institute last week which included the release of “…a new study coauthored by University of Chicago economist Derek Neal... By measuring the performance of students tested under NCLB relative to control groups that are similar with respect to prior achievement, they are able to isolate the effects of NCLB on test scores of specific student groups…” Very interesting findings about how NCLB creates incentives for focusing mostly on “bubble” students. Find out more at http://www.aei.org/events/eventID.1544/event_detail.asp
“Will Conservatives Leave Education Reform Behind?” And check out this fascinating article in reaction to the report above. Seems like everyone is trying to figure out the true impact of NCLB on kids and on politics.    
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles;jsessionid=aCRuug9uhTUfQuPswp?article=will_conservatives_leave_education_reform_behind
NCLB Commission’s on a roll --- you will recall the long set of recommendations from this commission at the Aspen Institute last fall (to which we provided testimony). They are now seeing some of their recommendations springing up in reauthorization proposals… like in the just-introduced All Students Can Achieve Act in the Senate.         http://www.aspeninstitute.org/site/c.huLWJeMRKpH/b.938015/k.40DA/Commission_on_No_Child_Left_Behind.htm
"Is More Better? The Effects of Full-Day vs Half-Day Preschool on Early School Achievement “See this report from the National Institute for Early Education Research which “…discusses a randomized trial that compared children from low-income families in half-day and full-day public preschool programs. Results show that children attending full-day programs did better on mathematics and literacy tests than children in a 2.5 to 3-hour public preschool program and the achievement gains continued at least until the end of first grade…” Will this research now inform policy?  
http://nieer.org/resources/research/IsMoreBetter.pdf
People and Organizations

“Putting the Edge Back in Knowledge” --- Watch for announcements next week about the launch of this new Knowledge Alliance wiki!     
Jobs---Northwest Regional Laboratory CFO Check out this recent announcement from one of our members   http://www.nwrel.org/personnel/2007jobs/07-30.php  

Quotes of the Week
"This bill is not a matter of accounting. This bill is not a matter of political theory or political party platforms. This bill, more than any other, meets the needs of all members of society that are not among the most connected or the most

privileged. There is a reason why there were no votes expressed in opposition in committee: That's because this is the people's bill." 
David Obey (D-WN), House Appropriations Committee Chairman, on the House floor just prior to the winning vote for the Labor-HHS-Education appropriations bill.   

On the Horizon in DC

July 23 – Alliance for Education breakfast briefing, the Role of Data and Technology in High School Improvement http://www.all4ed.org/events/index.html#SETDA
July 25-26 -- Knowledge Alliance Hill Days 

August 2-4 -- ED’s Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools' 21st National Conference http://www.osdfsnationalconference.org)

August 6-Sept 3 -- House and Senate August Recess

Sept 19-20 -- Knowledge Alliance Hill Days

Sept 20 -- Committee for Education Funding annual meeting and gala
October 4-5 – Alliance for Excellent Education Fourth Annual High School Policy Conference, “From No Child Left Behind to Every Child a Graduate”.  Information and online registration:  www.all4ed.org/register
October 26 -- House Adjournment Target (Senate TBA) 

October 29-31 -- ED’s Office of English Language Acquisition sixth annual Celebrate Our Rising Stars Summit   http://www.oelasummit.org).  

Dec 12 -- Knowledge Alliance Policy Action Group Planning Meeting

Policy Action Group 2007 Conference calls
Conference Calls 3:00-4:00 pm Eastern unless otherwise noted

July 30th
August 13th
September 4th and 24th
October 16th and 29th
November 12th
December 3rd

Important Links

New Congressional directories are now available. Order your very own at:  http://capitoladvantage.com/capub/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=19&Itemid=40
Past Knowledge-able Source editions: http://www.knowledgeall.com/navigation_bars/alliancemembers/gr/washingtonupdate.html 

(Password protected---see John Waters at waters@knowledgeall.net)

Congress info:        

http://www.knowledgeall.com/navigation_bars/alliancemembers/gr/Congress.html
(Password protected---see John Waters at waters@knowledgeall.net)

2007 Advocacy Tools: 

http://www.knowledgeall.com/navigation_bars/alliancemembers/gr/advocacy.html
(Password protected---see John Waters at waters@knowledgeall.net)

ESEA Reauthorization recommendations: http://www.knowledgeall.com/files/NEKIA_ESEA_Recommendations_feb_15_07.pdf
FY 2008 Appropriations recommendations:

http://www.knowledgeall.com/files/NEKIA_ESEA_Recommendations_feb_15_07.pdf
Detailed Justifications for the President’s FY 08 budget request: http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget08/justifications/index.html
U.S. Department of Education: 

http://www.ed.gov

U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions: 

http://help.senate.gov

U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce: 

http://edworkforce.house.gov

U.S. Senate Budget Committee: 

http://www.budget.senate.gov
U.S. House Budget Committee: 

http://www.house.gov/budget
Congressional Budget Office: 

http://www.cbo.gov

Federal legislative information: 

http://thomas.loc.gov
*About our new name … Knowledge Alliance 

On April 10 our Board of Directors agreed to change the name of our trade association to Knowledge Alliance.  As part of the continuing evolution of our work, we believe that our new moniker better reflects the dynamic directions of our collective advocacy work. We are using a “phased’ rollout of the name change over the next several months and we will hold an official celebration at our annual meeting in October.  See our article about the name change at: http://www.knowledgeall.com/files/Name_change_Siiw_adaptation_may072.doc
