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Statement of National Education Knowledge Industry Association

President Jim Kohlmoos

on the

House Labor HHS Education Appropriations Bill

“The National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) is pleased that the House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Subcommittee recognized the value of many of the Department of Education’s “knowledge use” programs in  the drafting of its FY07 appropriations bill on June 7. We acknowledge that the subcommittee was operating within significant budgetary constraints which forced the subcommittee to make some very difficult decisions.
Bearing that in mind, we truly appreciate the committee’s efforts in preserving

and advancing a strong education knowledge infrastructure through programs for research, development, dissemination, technical assistance, professional development, and evaluation. 

In particular, we are pleased to that the subcommittee chose to support funding for:

· 21st Century Community Learning Centers

· Comprehensive Assistance Centers

· Mathematics and Science Partnerships 

· Reading First State Grants

· Regional Education Laboratories
· Research, Development and Development fund 
· School Improvement fund
· Special Education Research and Evaluation 

· State Grants for Innovative Education Programs

· Statewide Data Systems

· Striving Readers

· Teacher Quality Enhancement Grants 

· Title I 

 We are, however, disappointed with the serious cuts in the Smaller Learning Communities program, Even Start,  Education Technology State Grants,  Improving Teacher Quality State Grants, and Comprehensive School Reform initiatives. We hope that during the full committee’s consideration next week that these programs will be more fully supported. We also recommend that the levels allocated to the bill will be increased to levels similar to those under consideration in the US Senate.   

We are grateful for the leadership of Subcommittee Chairman Ralph

Regula, and Ranking Member David Obey in managing this bill.”
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