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 Administration’s Budget Sends a Mixed Message
 Supports Some Vital Education R&D, Assistance Programs, but Eliminates Others 
Statement of NEKIA President Jim Kohlmoos
“The National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) is pleased with several provisions in the President’s FY 08 budget request to Congress that include support for education research and development and assistance programs.  The support provides a foundation from which to build and significantly expand a robust knowledge infrastructure for school improvement nationwide in the years ahead. 
“No Child Left Behind (NCLB), the President’s signature education legislation, mandates the use of scientifically based research in the classroom. The budget proposal proposes level funding for Regional Education Labs, Comprehensive Assistance Centers and Research and Development programs, all essential to meeting that mandate.   The budget also calls for $500 million in School Improvement Grants for states to support school improvement and increase support for Local Educational Agencies improvement efforts.
 
NEKIA is, however, disappointed that the President has proposed to reduce or eliminate a number of other critical programs that currently contribute to research-based school improvement efforts including Even Start, Parent Information Resource Centers, Small Learning Communities, Education Technology grants, and Comprehensive School Reform.  
   
“With funding for education research at appallingly low levels, the proposal sends a mixed message about its priorities for investing in education R&D and assistance. Education in the United States is a $745 billion industry.  However, the federal budget for education research is just 0.03 percent of this total – the smallest percentage for any government agency. 
 
“NEKIA urges major new investments in education research, development, dissemination and technical assistance and will continue to work closely with Congress to make sure these investments come about.”   
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