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KNOWLEDGE ALLIANCE RESPONDS TO HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE PROPOSAL ON FY2008 EDUCATION FUNDING
“We are indeed pleased with the important investments approved yesterday that will foster increased quality of education in America--an investment that is crucial to the future success of our youth, our schools and our country.” Jim Kohlmoos
Washington, DC, June 8, 2007:  the House Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies Subcommittee yesterday unveiled its proposal to fund important domestic programs next year.  Jim Kohlmoos, Executive Director of the Knowledge Alliance, formerly the National Knowledge Education Industry Association (NEKIA), said the following about the panel's action:

“The Knowledge Alliance is pleased to see the House Subcommittee chose to fund the School Improvement Program at $500 million--a clear indication that House appropriators recognize the importance of investing in this program.  This $375 million increase is significant, and welcome, for this critically important program that supports school-based programs, enhances the quality of children’s basic education and aims to achieve important enrollment, attendance and completion rate goals. 

“We are also heartened that the Committee rejected the President’s request to decrease funding for the Improving Teacher Quality State grants and increased funding for the program to $3.18 billion, an increase of $300 million. Other valuable research-based school improvement efforts that faced elimination will prevail as a result of the Committee’s decision to provide further funding. These programs include Even Start, Information Resource Centers, Small Learning Communities, Education Technology grants, and Comprehensive School Reform programs.  Educators, families and students everywhere will benefit from the Subcommittee's sound reasoning. 

“We are, however, very concerned that other valuable programs to develop the sound practices educators need to improve student achievement were level-funded. Given the important role that research, development and dissemination, Regional Education Labs and Community Centers play in creating knowledge-based solutions, it is our sincere hope that Congress will recognize the importance of increasing these funding levels as the appropriations process moves forward,” Kohlmoos said.  

Founded in 1997 as a non-profit, non-partisan trade association (501c6), the Knowledge Alliance (formerly the National Education Knowledge Industry Association) is a strong and dynamic community of highly successful education organizations and agencies. The association actively promotes and advocates for the expanded use of knowledge-based solutions in K-12 education.  The Knowledge Alliance is constantly looking for new and better ways to support high-quality education research, dissemination, technical assistance and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.

