High School Reform: How Can Evidence Guide Policy and Practice?
A public policy forum presented by the:
Center for Education at the National Academies, Education Sector, National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA)
With support from the KnowledgeWorks Foundation 

Register Now at HSreform@nas.edu
When:                                    9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Friday, March 24, 2006 
Where:                                  The National Academies. 500 Fifth Street, NW, Washington, DC 
Registration:                          Send an email to HSreform@nas.edu with your name and full contact information. This event is free but space is limited and advanced registration is required no later than March 22. Registration is on a first come, first served basis. (Note: If you have already registered for this event and received confirmation, you do NOT need to RSVP again.) 
Panelist & Presenters: Charles Barone (consultant), Deborah DeLisle (Cleveland Heights, Ohio), JoLynne DeMary (former Virginia Superintendent of Public Instruction),  David Ferrero ( Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) , Craig Jerald (Break the Curve Consulting) , Jim Kemple (Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation) , James Kohlmoos (National Education Knowledge Industry Association) , Valerie Lee (University of Michigan) , Martin Orland (Center for Education at the National Academies), Jeffrey Robinson (Baltimore Talent Development High School), Becky Smerdon (American Institutes for Research), Thomas Toch (Education Sector) 

There is strong consensus among policymakers that America's high schools must do a better job of preparing students for college and life.  Although there is evidence that the standards-based reform movement might be generating achievement gains for elementary students, high school achievement continues to stagnate. Recent initiatives from the National Governor's Association, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Bush administration, and numerous states, school districts, and philanthropic organizations focus on improving high schools.  But what should reformers focus on? And what is the evidence that various reform proposals will be effective?  This forum will focus on a number of critical questions relating to the role of research in high school reform, including:
· What are the current national trends in high schools reform? 
· What is the best available evidence of effectiveness regarding the most prevalent reform interventions? 
· Where are the current gaps in research? 
· What is the best way to stimulate innovation while building an evidence base? 
· How does the research relate to current policy and practice? 
· What are the implications for the future? 
The forum will involve two interactive panels of leading researchers and policy leaders with strong audience participation.
With the enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act and the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, scientific evidence has started to play a major role in the development of education policy and practices, including high school reform initiatives. This forum is part of a series of forums jointly hosted  by the Education Sector, the National Academies/Center for Education, and National Education Knowledge Industry Association  to promote discussion, debate, and sound policymaking around these issues.   
About the conveners 
Education Sector 
Education Sector is an independent education think tank based in Washington, DC. It is a non-profit and non-partisan organization devoted to rigorous policy analysis and the development of innovative solutions to the nation’s most pressing educational problems. The organization is a dependable source of sound thinking on education policy and an honest broker of evidence in key education debates in Washington and around the country.  
Center for Education at the National Academies   
CFE promotes evidence-based research and policy analysis in education through its consensus studies, workshops, websites, and special convening events.  Serving as the locus for education activities in the National Academies, the Center is dedicated to engaging in work that can help to improve education for all Americans and that is both responsive to government’s and other stakeholders’ program and research interests and anticipatory of long-term challenges, opportunities, and needs.  Through the work of volunteer experts who serve on its many constituted boards and committees, the Center brings together the nation’s premier national, state, and local leaders from education, academe, industry and government to address critical national issues in education including standards, assessments, teaching, technology, the preparation of youth for productive futures, and the improvement of educational research. 
National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) 
NEKIA is a non-partisan, non-profit national trade association dedicated to the expanded use of rigorous knowledge-based solutions in policy and practice in k-12 education.   Through public policy and industry leadership, the association advocates for evidence-based education and the use of knowledge in guiding improvement and innovation throughout the country.  NEKIA’s 21 institutional members are committed to high quality research, development, dissemination, technical assistance and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.  http://nekia.org/
