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National Education Knowledge Industry Association

Board of Directors Conference Call 

3:00-4:00 PM Eastern Monday, 8/15/05 

Special Note---We will be using both the phone and web site for this call. Please log into both the phone and web site. 

Instructions

Phone:   

Dial (620) 584-8200 pin 757404#
Web site: 
Go to www.startvisuals.com .  In the “Join A Conference” login box on the left-hand side of the page, complete the requested information.  The id number is 757404.

Agenda

News and Intelligence  
 
· Appropriations status
· Department of Education activities
 Comments and Discussion  

· Future Policy forum topics
Decision

· Conflict of Interest policy  (see below)
Announcements and Information (3:45-4:00)
· July Policy Forum 
· Plans for November Board Meeting and Business Development Institute (See below) 
· CEF Legislative Day and Gala (see below)

· Membership Development update
· Comments, Institute of Education Sciences Priorities (see below)

· Dissemination of NEKIA’s Principles for Knowledge Use
To:

Board of Directors
From:

Jim Kohlmoos and John Waters
Subject: 


Preliminary Plans for the November Board Meeting and Business Development Institute 

Date:

July 12, 2005
We are in the process of refining our plans for the Board meeting and Business Development Institute November 16-18 in Washington.  Here are the plans thus far. In August we will provide you with specific registration and logistical information. 
Location of Meetings
November 16th and 17th 
Capitol View Conference Center
101 Constitution Avenue, NW

9th Floor

Washington, DC  20001

(202) 742-4341

Dinner Locations and Breakfast/Strategy Session Location on November 18th TBD

Lodging
We are working with a number of hotels on special room blocs.  
Costs

The registration fee per person for the Business Development Institute will depend upon the total number of attendees who participate in the event.  We estimate a charge of up to $500/person, which will cover all materials and meeting space charges, both dinners (and any speaker costs), continental breakfast and lunch on the 17th, and breakfast on the 18th.
Schedule

November 16


1:00 - 2:00  
Executive Committee 


2:00 - 4:00
Board of Directors Meeting


4:00 - 5:00
Sector Group Meetings


6:00 - 9:00
Institute Dinner and Keynote
November 17


8:30-4:30
Institute Sessions


6:00-8:30
Institute Dinner and Keynote

November 18


8:30-10:00
Institute Breakfast and Strategy Session


10:00-noon
Small group discussions 


***********************************************************************

Preliminary Plan for the Business Development Institute

Draft Goals

1. Examine current and future market dynamics in terms of the national education policy and politics and k-12 industry trends

2. Identify potential new opportunities in federal agencies and philanthropy

3. Gain new insights into business development planning and management
4. Explore specific ways to shape the knowledge use market.

Suggested Participants

NEKIA Board Members, Associate Members, Alliance Members and their Business development and public affairs staff   

Draft Agenda

November 16

6:00-9:00 pm --- Reception, Dinner, and Keynote  

“Trends in Education Policy and Politics and How They Shape the Education Marketplace” --- outside speaker
November 17
8:00-8:30 --- Breakfast

8:30- 9:00 --- Presentation 

“Business Development in the Knowledge Era” --- Jim   

9:30-noon --- Two Presentations and Discussions (breaks included)
“Special Opportunities in Federal Agencies” --- two outside speakers
Noon- 1:30 --- Lunch and discussion
“Breakthrough Ideas for Business Development” --- participant roundtable discussions
1:30-1:45 --- Break

1:45-2:45 --- Presentation and Discussion

“Special Opportunities in Philanthropy” --- outside speaker 
2:45-3:00 --- Break

2:45-4:30 --- Facilitated Small Group Discussions 
Topics may include:

· Creating a Knowledge Use Market

· Managing Business Development within Your Organization

· Developing a Fee-for-Service Strategy

· Scenario planning in the k-12 market  

4:30-6:00 --- Break
6:00 - 8:30 --- Dinner and Keynote


“Words of Wisdom and Lessons Learned  for Building Business ”  outside speaker    

November 18
8:30-10:00 am ---  Breakfast and Discussion
“Lessons Learned, Future Directions: the NEKIA Business Development Initiative”  
10:00-noon --- Small group discussions and Individual meetings 


“Building Business Partnerships and New Initiatives in the Years Ahead”

To:

Board of Directors
From:

Marcia Knutson and John Waters
Subject: 


CEF Legislative Conference and Gala Awards Dinner, September 29, 2005  

Date:

July 12, 2005
SCHEDULE
CEF Legislative Conference (Fee: included with CEF dinner ticket)

National Press Club, 529 14th Street NW, Washington, DC  20045

Thursday, September 29, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.                  

Lunch: NEKIA will host a lunch for the PAG members who would like to discuss the current state of legislation. Location TBA. 

Congressional Reception and Dinner: Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill, 400 New Jersey NW 6:00-9:00 p.m.
The Gala will honor Members of Congress (and possibly others) who have been leaders or made significant contributions in education and education funding. CEF has not selected the awardees for this year’s gala. NEKIA will let you know as soon as the decisions are made. 

COST
If you would like to sit with your NEKIA colleagues in full tables and obtain member rate for dinner tickets, you will have to make your dinner reservation through NEKIA. However, CEF will bill you directly, so we need to know your billing information to forward to CEF. Tickets are: $210 each, $2000 for a table of 10. We will try to book full tables. (If you wish to invite Congressional staff or other government employees, you must purchase their ticket, but the invitation has to be extended through CEF. There is no guarantee that you will be able to sit with specific staffers.)
INVITATIONS TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, STAFF, AND THE ADMINISTRATION: 
Under the current House and Senate ethics rules, the Committee for Education Funding’s Legislative Conference and Awards Banquet is considered a “widely attended event.”  Only the sponsoring organization, CEF, is allowed to invite Members of Congress and their staff.  CEF is also allowed to take suggestions for Congressional invitees.  A similar process applies to Executive Branch officials.
Do not extend invitations to hill staff. This must be done through CEF!
Names of invitees: (Please include first and second choices)

Should you have any questions, please contact me or Marcia Knutson at NEKIA.
National Education Knowledge Industry Association

1718 Connecticut Avenue NW #700

Washington, DC 20009

202 518-0847  kohlmoos@nekia.org 

James W.  Kohlmoos

President

Elizabeth Payer 

Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education 

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW., room 602c, 

Washington, DC 20208

Sent via email 

Dear Ms Payer:

The National Education Knowledge Industry Association  is pleased to submit comments regarding the priorities to be proposed to the National Board for Education Sciences of the Institute of Education Sciences as published in FR Doc 05-11921 of the Federal Register on June 16, 2005 (Volume 70, Number 115)]. 

We commend the Institute for emphasizing the importance of both knowledge development and utilization in the overall effort to transform education into an evidence-based field.   We strongly believe that, similar to the rigorous development of knowledge, the effective use of knowledge as a process deserves priority attention in all aspects of the Institute’s work. We suggest that the theme of knowledge use should be made even stronger and more explicit in your priorities in the following specific ways:

Add a utilization clause to the main goal: We suggest that in the overall effort to transform education into an evidence-based field the concept of knowledge use should be explicitly included using the following language (in parentheses): 

“…  By providing an independent, scientific base of evidence (and promoting and enabling its use), the Institute aims to further the transformation of education into an evidence-based field…”

Add a fourth long term goal:   We recommend adding a fourth long term goal that focuses on knowledge use: 

 “… to develop and/or identify strategies and approaches for systematically applying and using research-based knowledge to improve policy and practice…” 

Amend long term goals #1 and #2: We suggest that for both the first and second goals you should emphasize the importance of identifying the specific contexts, circumstances and populations in which an intervention works or does not work. This is directly related to our suggested fourth goal (above) because one aspect of knowledge use is focused on applying tested treatments to specific conditions.

Further strengthen long term goal #1: We applaud your focus on “approaches... that are widely deployed and well-implemented...”  We suggest that you expand upon this important phrase by adding the following:

“… and in which the evidence is effectively applied and used in solving problems…”

  

Add a fifth research priority: We agree with your plan to focus on outcomes that differ by periods of education.  However there are a number of critical issues that do not fit within just one period of education. Specifically we believe you should add a fifth research priority that focuses on cross cutting issues relating knowledge use and application. 

“In addition to focusing on outcomes unique to different periods of education, the Institute will also concentrate on cross cutting issues relating to how research-based knowledge should be interpreted, applied and used to solve specific education problems both in terms of practice and policy. This effort should include an examination of the various stakeholders, the processes for applying knowledge to specific situations, the development of tools and instruments and the infrastructure necessary to support knowledge use.” 

Amend “conditions of greatest interest”:  In your statement regarding conditions that are of greatest interest to the Institute, we suggest that you add professional development and teacher preparation.  We believe that these are essential components in all school reform efforts.

Add “knowledge use” to the capacity statements: In your comments about “…increased capacity to produce and use rigorous education research…” you should include support for efforts that enable and promote knowledge use in policy and practice. We note that access to findings in and of itself does not ensure effective use. Increasing capacity should explicitly include enhancing systems with new roles and responsibilities relating to utilization. Specifically we suggest the following language (in parentheses) “support for …systematic reviews of evidence, enhanced access to findings... outreach… (and the systematic application and utilization of knowledge in addressing specific problems and policies)” 

In total we believe that knowledge use should be a central organizing concept for the future work of the Institute. If education is to be transformed into an evidence-based field, efforts to promote knowledge use are equal in importance to the initiatives to generate new knowledge through rigorous research.

Sincerely,     

Jim Kohlmoos
President, National Education Knowledge Industry Assocation (NEKIA)
1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW suite 700
Washington, DC 20009
(202) 518-0847 (office), (202) 785-3849 (fax)
kohlmoos@nekia.org
www.nekia.org
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