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National Education Knowledge Industry Association

Board of Directors Conference Call 

3:00-4:00 PM Eastern Monday, 5/16/05 

Special Note---We will be using both the phone and web site for this call. Please log into both the phone and web site. 

Instructions

Phone:   

Dial (620) 584-8200 pin 757404#
Web site: 
Go to www.startvisuals.com .  In the “Join A Conference” login box on the left-hand side of the page, complete the requested information.  The id number is the same as the phone PIN, 757404.

Agenda

News and Intelligence (3:00-3:30) 
 
· Appropriations status
· Lab & Comp Center RFPs and NEKIA’s role
· NSF initiative (see memo below)
· R&D Center efforts

· Comprehensive School Reform efforts 

· Knowledge Utilization principles development

Operations Updates (3:30-3:45)
· 2004 audit and financial statements 

· Policy and procedures development

· Preliminary Planning for 2006 ( budget, calendar, work plan)

Announcements (3:45-4:00)
· Next Monthly Business Development Teleconference, 4-5,  May 23 (see below)
· Communicators Institute, June 2 &3, Washington DC 

· Next Policy Forum, 9:00-noon July 28, Washington, DC
· Executive Committee Meeting,  August 30-31, Chicago
· Plans for November Board Meeting and Business Development Institute   

To:                    Board of Directors

From:                Jim Kohlmoos

Subject:            Special Advocacy Initiative for NSF

Date:                  5/12/05

*****See questions below … Please respond by return email or at the latest by noon 5/17*****

Note: this will be an agenda item for our Board call on 5/16

At the Board meeting in April, we placed on our government relations “watch list” funding for the Education and Human Resources Directorate (EHR) at the National Science Foundation. This action was in response to a number of requests from NEKIA Board members. We mentioned to you at that time that we would be working with AERA,  our consultant Ellin Nolan as well as a group of lobbyists from Van Scoyoc Associates (a top lobbying firm in DC where I worked before coming to NEKIA) to see how we could partner with them and lend our support to their efforts with their clients. 

Yesterday Marcia and I participated in a conference call with the lobbyists from Van Scoyoc Associates and about 10 organizations interested in protecting and growing the EHR/NSF dollars. The lobbyists made a pitch to the group to hire them for about $50K for the next six months. The lobbyists would use their substantial political capital to see if they can save the NSF funds. It is a relatively high risk proposition given the timing but these two lobbyists have a proven track record (and one of the largest education portfolios in DC with specialization in NSF) and are motivated by longer term possibilities.  They have significant Senate contacts in this area. If we chose to join this group effort, our share would probably be a minimum of $5000.  Since we did not budget for this kind of effort, we would need to solicit extra support from those in NEKIA who are interested in contributing/participating. We recognize that not all NEKIA members have an interest in participating in this effort based upon the informal poll we conducted at the last Board meeting. We think this effort, while without guarantees of success, is worth the risk in the short term.  We need to know if you would be able to commit to a making a contribution to this effort. We will divide the NEKIA share among the interested members, but an individual organization’s share would not be more than $1000.  

Partnering in this effort would allow NEKIA to participate in a ready-made and skilled advocacy effort that we do not have the resources to do on our own. Please know  that our involvement in this group effort would not diminish our work on our higher priority programs in our government relations work plan. Also note that by getting involved in this effort we are suggesting elevating the NSF issues from the “watch list” to the “B” list ( In this case, Issues of high interest and relevance to some  (many) members… Specific efforts may (will) include some  personal Congressional visits and letter writing, coalition- work (sign on letters, group position statements, interest group meetings), monitoring of Congressional activities in conjunction with other interested organizations). 

    
Please respond to the questions below by return email by noon Tuesday, 5/17: 

1. Should NEKIA participate in the group effort as described above?    Yes_____           No_______    Comments:

2. Are you able to commit to up to $1000 to the effort?   Yes ____        No_____      Comments:   

As always please feel free to contact me with questions or comments.

Next Teleconference

“Business Development Opportunities for NEKIA Members in the Supplemental Services Space”

With Steve Pines of the Education Industry Association

4:00-5:00 Eastern Time on Monday, May 23.

For audio phone: Dial (620) 584-8200 pin 757404#
For visuals on Web site: Go to www.startvisuals.com  id number 757404.

Please rsvp by return email

To:  

Business Development Group

CC:

Board of Directors

From:

Jim

Given the very rapid expansion of the supplemental services market and the recent debate over a number of critical issues, we believe it would be beneficial to examine this arena as a potential business opportunity for the knowledge industry.  We have invited Steve Pines of the Education Industry Association (the relatively new trade association representing many of the for-profit supplementary service providers) to participate in our next monthly teleconference and address such topics as :

· What is the current size and scope of the supplemental services market?  

· What are the future projections for growth?

· Who are the prominent players?

· What are the leading issues?

· What kinds of business opportunities might there be for our members, particularly in the “knowledge use”  (eg applied research, development, dissemination, technical assistance, and evaluation)

· What kind of support do providers need most?    

· What are the best ways to gain access to the providers?

· What do school districts and states need most in administering supplemental services funds?   

You will have a chance to ask your own questions using our web based technology. We look forward to a productive and substantive session.  Please RSVP by return email.   

 


From: Jim Kohlmoos [mailto:kohlmoos@nekia.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2005 5:04 PM
To: 'Jim Kohlmoos'; wilsond@nwrel.org; cdwyer@rmcres.com; lamar.miller@nyu.edu; whoover@sedl.org; twaters@mcrel.org; waters@nekia.org; Michael_Mayo@wgbh.org; jbaskin@sedl.org; Knutson@nekia.org; Paul.Kimmelman@learningpt.org; sananda@wested.org; Charlene_Heintz@brown.edu; bollard@cse.ucla.edu; allenr@prel.org; lvbroekh@serve.org; kathy_jean@terc.edu; bstafford@plato.com; dinyg@jesandco.org; debis@gse.upenn.edu; FM@carnegie.org; kershner@rbs.org; dsherman@air.org
Cc: redfield@ael.org; jmcpartlan@csos.jhu.edu; joan@cse.ucla.edu; adeline_becker@brown.edu; twaters@mcrel.org; llefkowi@mcrel.org; Gina.Burkhardt@learningpt.org; Paul.Kimmelman@learningpt.org; barlowt@prel.org; lvbroekh@serve.org; whoover@sedl.org; max@wested.org; gharvey@wested.org; simutis@enc.org; mothner_henry@lacoe.edu; Michael_Mayo@wgbh.org; cdwyer@rmcres.com; bstafford@plato.com; marilyn.murphy@temple.edu; thomasc@nwrel.org; lamar.miller@nyu.edu; kershner@rbs.org; susanf@gse.upenn.edu; names@edc.org; DinyG@jesandco.org; dborders@aed.org; Jmoskowitz@air.org; emiller@air.org
Subject: NEKIA Business Development, Information and May 23 Conference Call 
To:       NEKIA Business Development Group

Cc:      Board of Directors

From:  Jim Kohlmoos

Next Conference Call:

4:00-5:00 Eastern Time on Monday, May 23.

For audio phone: Dial (620) 584-8200 pin 757404#
For visuals on Web site: Go to www.startvisuals.com  id number 757404.

AEI forum:   You will recall that in lieu of our regularly scheduled conference call in April we encouraged you to attend the American Enterprise Institute’s special forum on philanthropies. Many of you took advantage of that opportunity and were rewarded with a fascinating day of insights into the current and future role of philanthropy in education reform. For those of you who could not attend, check out the forum’s web site at: http://www.aei.org/events/eventID.959/event_detail.asp#   You will find a complete webcast of the day’s proceedings, the papers that were presented and transcripts. Very good stuff to be sure! 
Electronic grant submissions: Most of you are probably already aware of the efforts to move to paperless grant submissions. As one of our members will attest from a recent experience, BE VERY CAREFUL. The technology does not always work smoothly. See the message below from the Department on this topic:     

“…The U.S. Department of Education is transitioning to Grants.gov, a web site that allows individuals and organizations to find and apply for grants from all grant-making agencies electronically.  If you are planning to apply for federal grants, please note the following:

·       All potential applicants for grants should register early at Grants.gov.  Do not wait until the grant opportunity you are interested in is posted.

·       The Department has changed its policy and procedural requirements for permitting applicants, under certain circumstances, to submit paper applications for competitions that otherwise require the electronic submission of applications through Grants.gov or e-Application.

·       The Department's Grants Forecast (http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html) indicates which competitions might decide to use Grants.gov this year; however, the application notice for each competition is always the final authority.

·       In addition to the preceding information, potential applicants for grants should read the Federal Register notice published by the Department's Chief Financial Officer on February 10, 2005 (see http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2005-1/021005d.html).

·       For information on Grants.gov, call the Grants.gov Help Desk at 1-800-518-GRANTS. …”  

Comprehensive Centers Request for Applications ---In case you missed Marcia Knutson’s announcement today, the CCs RFA which was originally scheduled to be released on Monday has been delayed for at least a week if not longer. Our sources tell us the delay is due to an extra review by the Secretary’s office now required of all requests in the aftermath of the Armstrong Williams issue 

Next Conference call --- Mark your calendars (if you have not already done so) for our next monthly conference call from 4:00-5:00 EDT on May 23. We will announce the agenda and guest speaker within the two weeks.

Feedback on Millot’s newsletter --- As part of this year’s NEKIA business development program,  all of you should be receiving the School Improvement Industry Weekly newsletter by Marc (Dean) Millot each Sunday.  Please send me your feedback about the value and utility of this newsletter.       

Jim Kohlmoos
President, National Education Knowledge Industry Assocation (NEKIA)
1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW suite 700
Washington, DC 20009
(202) 518-0847 (office), (202) 785-3849 (fax)
kohlmoos@nekia.org
www.nekia.org
  
PAGE  
2

