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Sent to 

Congressman David Obey
Congressman James Walsh
Senator Tom Harkin

Senator Arlen Specter
Dear 

Knowledge Alliance would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your strong and courageous leadership in supporting education in the FY 08 appropriations process.  While not every funding goal was achieved, you skillfully produced positive overall results for education. We greatly admired the skill and commitment with which you and the Committee staff navigated a very challenging environment.    
We would particularly like to express our appreciation for the investments in the federal research enterprise, the technical assistance system, and the school improvement initiatives.  These critical components together seek to address the rapidly escalating demands for turning around low performing schools and closing the achievement gaps. We were very pleased by the large increase in the School Improvement grants programs and we appreciated the continuing support for many knowledge development and use programs including the Regional Educational Laboratories, the Comprehensive Centers, the National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities and the Research, Development, Dissemination fund. We hope that in the future Congress will be able build upon this foundation and provide additional investments to meet the demand for research-based solutions and support in implementing NCLB.  

As you may know, Knowledge Alliance’s mission is to advance the development and use of research-based knowledge to improve schools and help all students achieve.  Our members are committed to creating new and better approaches to research-based knowledge to support education programs and policies at all levels of education.  

Once again, we thank you and your staff for your hard work and dedication throughout this challenging year.  We look forward to working with you again next year to build on this year’s effort.

Sincerely,
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Jim Kohlmoos

President
