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RESEARCH TO ACTION IN EDUCATION




Talking Points 
March 2008 
Introductions
· Self and the others accompanying you
· Knowledge Alliance is a non-profit, non-partisan trade association dedicated to expanding the use of research-based knowledge in policy and practice in K-12 education  
We are a strong and dynamic community of 30 successful education organizations and agencies, all of which are constantly looking for new and better ways to support high-quality education research, development, dissemination, technical assistance and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal and local levels. 

· The effective use of research-based knowledge should be a central organizing concept for school improvement 
We firmly believe that the effective creation, translation and application of research-based knowledge can significantly accelerate the nationwide efforts to improve academic performance and close achievement gaps in K-12 education.  
Challenges
· The demand for school improvement solutions is rapidly escalating 
The US Department of Education has indicated that the accountability schedules in the NCLB will significantly increase the number of schools in need of improvement and place even more pressure on the limited resources currently available for school improvement. 

· Between the 2004-05 and 2007-08 school years, the total number of schools identified for improvement increased by more than 18%, 
· The number of schools identified for restructuring more than tripled, rising from 1,180 in 2004-05 to 3,923 in 2007-08.
· About 30,000 schools nationwide did not make adequate yearly progress in 2007 according to recent ED estimates 
· States and localities do not have the capacity to address the rising demand 
There is a growing capacity crisis at the state and local levels to support schools in need of improvement.  We agree with CEP’s assessment that “…the Department and the Congress should (provide) more funding and…other types of support to help strengthen states’ and districts’ capacity to assist schools identified for improvement. Many states and districts lack sufficient funds, staff, or expertise to help improve all identified schools…”   

· The federal investment in R&D in support of school improvement has been  woefully inadequate

The Department of Education spends less than 1% of its budget on research, development and statistics, the smallest of any cabinet level agency.  

	Federal department/agency
	FY 2009 research and development request

	Defense
	$80.7 billion

	Health and Human Services
	$29.9 billion

	NASA
	$10.7 billion

	Energy
	$10.6 billion

	National Science Foundation
	$5.2 billion

	Agriculture
	$2 billion

	Commerce
	$1.2 billion

	Homeland Security
	$1.1 billion

	Transportation
	$901 million

	Veterans Affairs
	$884 million

	Interior 
	$617 million

	Environmental Protection Agency
	$550 million

	Education
	$324 million


Source: American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Solutions -- FY 2009 Appropriations
· Deliver research-based solutions to the growing number of schools in the “in   need of improvement” pipeline.    

The need has never been greater or more urgent to expand the federally supported school improvement infrastructure and deliver researched-based solutions to schools with the greatest needs to improve.  

· Invest in a research-based school improvement package  
The growing capacity crisis in school improvement warrants a mobilization of the federally supported research enterprise and the school improvement community to create a powerful and focused immediate impact.  We recommend five essential interrelated programs as a research-based school improvement package and increase their overall investments in tandem.  

· Increase funding in applied research through the Regional Educational Labs
Recommendation: $77.6 million ($12 million increase over FY 2008)  

The proposed increase would create a special triage “urgent response” system to address the most pressing, immediate educational reform issues in each region as well as fund a mandated evaluation of the network.
· Expand technical assistance to states through Comprehensive  Centers 

Recommendation: $67.1 million ($10 million increase over FY 2008)  

The increase that would enable the content centers to intensify their research-based services and increase the regional centers’ ability to help states respond directly to the increasing number of schools in need of improvement and corrective action.   

· Increase the number of rigorous research programs and projects through the Research Development and Dissemination fund
Recommendation: $187 million ($27 million increase over FY 2008)  

This fund supports a diverse portfolio of programs, projects and studies that create, translate, disseminate and/or apply research-based knowledge relevant to school improvement and the implementation of NCLB.  Ongoing initiatives cover key issue areas such as academic subjects, teacher quality, cognition and learning, reading and math.  The recommended boost would increase the number of rigorous research studies focusing on pressing school improvement issues by at least 20 and support the President’s proposal for a new research initiative to identify and evaluate models for turning around schools.         

· Further build local and state capacity with the School Improvement fund
Recommendation: $491 million (same as FY 2008)  

These grants support local efforts to turn around low performing schools and school districts and to ensure that high poverty schools have the extra resources they need to help their students reach proficiency in math and reading, as required by NCLB.   We strongly support the Administration’s request of $491 million and efforts to effectively deliver scientifically based research solutions schools with the greatest needs.   

Solutions -- ESEA Reauthorization (see separate one pager)
· Focus priority attention  on school improvement and capacity building rather than just on accountability
· Establish strong, workable connections between research and school improvement efforts 

· Create a rapid-response innovation capacity for school improvement 

· Adopt a useable definition for applying scientifically valid research in school improvement 
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