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Sent to each member of the Senate HELP Committee

Dear Senator:

On behalf of the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) I am writing to thank you for your leadership to reauthorize the Higher Education Act of 1965.  The Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions is making good progress and we are pleased to offer comments on the Title II discussion draft. 

NEKIA is pleased to see a new emphasis on scientifically based research in Title II.  As an organization, we believe that knowledge that is derived from scientifically based research and sound professional judgment should be used to shape education policy and practice.  In this way we can ensure that schools are using the best possible practices to improve student achievement.  

As you continue to work to reauthorize the Higher Education Act, we urge you to encourage states to conduct activities that promote scientifically based research and the systematic application and use of knowledge in addressing specific problems, practices and policies.  In this manner, teacher education programs can benefit not only from current research, but on how to use that knowledge from research in the classroom to increase teacher performance and student achievement.  

This goal can be accomplished by allowing and encouraging Title II grant recipients to:

1. Conduct activities that promote the development and identification of strategies and approaches for systematically applying research based practices to improve policy and practice.

2. Implement school improvement practices that recognize effective knowledge use depends upon dynamic ongoing exchanges of data and information among the stakeholders and involves a continuous process of research, application and adaptation; and to stimulate greater demand for and increased supply of knowledge based solutions.
Once again, we appreciate your emphasis on scientifically based research and its effective use for improved practices. We look forward to working with you as the reauthorization process continues.  If you have any questions or if there is anything our organization can do to assist you, contact me at 202-518-0847 or Kohlmoos@nekia.org. 
Sincerely,

(signature in original)

Jim Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA
