Success in the Middle Act
The middle grades (meaning grades 5, 6, 7, and 8) are a crucial, but often overlooked, segment of the educational pipeline. Middle school students must continue to gain skills in reading, mathematics, and other subjects in order to be successful in the rigorous high school coursework that follows. However, far too many students in the middle grades do not receive appropriate instruction and supports. 

· Assessments indicate that the interval between the fourth and eight grades is a period where achievement for U. S students falls dramatically, with most severe losses in achievement among minority and low-income students. International comparisons indicate that students in the U.S. do not start out behind students of other nations in math and science, but they do lag by the end of the middle grades.
·  Less than one-third of the students in 8th grade, and only five percent of English language learners, can read with proficiency, according to the 2007 National Assessment on Educational Progress (NAEP). The percentage of 8th grade students proficient at reading has decreased since 1998, and the NAEP average reading score for 8th graders has remained static.  In contrast, NAEP reading scores and achievement levels for 4th graders have increased significantly.
· Lack of basic skills at the end of middle school has serious implications for students. Research indicates that sixth-grade students who do not attend school regularly, or who fail math or English, have no more than a 10 percent chance of graduating from high school on time, and only a 20% chance of graduating one year late. 

· Middle schools are more likely than elementary schools or high schools to be identified for improvement.  Although middle schools represented only 15% of Title I schools, they accounted for 32% of the schools in corrective action or in restructuring during 2005-2006.  In the 2004-2005 academic year, 36% of Title I middle schools were deemed in need of improvement, compared with 10% of elementary schools. 
· Federal funding has long focused on early elementary grades and on higher education. Students in the middle grades represent 23% of the Nation's student population and 58% of the Nation's annual test-takers under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965. Yet, of the Title I funds appropriated in FY 2005, only 10 % was allocated to middle schools.

Interventions exist to remedy this crisis in the middle grades.  The Success in the Middle Act would provide federal support to improve the education of middle grades students in low-performing schools by:

1. Authorizing $1 billion a year for formula grants to States to provide grants to local school districts to improve low performing schools that contain middle grades.

2. Utilizing existing research and promising practices, States would develop a detailed plan to improve middle school student achievement.  Regional Comprehensive Centers, universities, non-profits, or others, will provide technical assistance to the States in developing their plans.  These state plans will be:

a. Detailed and describe what students are required to know and do to successfully complete the middle grades and make the transition to succeed in an academically rigorous high school, and what supports are available for meeting those goals.  

b. Evaluated by a peer review process at Department of Education to determine: the effectiveness of the plan based on the best available research and if applicable, the appropriate resources needed to improve the plan.  

3. Developing and utilizing early identification data systems to identify those students most at-risk of dropping out, and to assist school districts in providing proven interventions to help all middle grades students succeed.

4. Investing in proven strategies at the State and district level such as:

a. providing professional development and coaching to school leaders, teachers and other school personnel in addressing the needs of diverse learners and in using challenging and relevant research-based best practices and curriculum;

b. developing and implementing comprehensive, school-wide improvement efforts and  implementing student supports such as personal academic plans, mentoring, intensive reading and math instruction and extended learning time that enables all students to stay on the path to graduation.

5. Authorizing an additional $100 million under Title II of the Act to generate and disseminate the results of research to identify and implement effective practices that lead to student learning and success at the middle level.    

