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President

April 17, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula

Chairman

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,

     Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20003

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Our non-partisan, not-profit trade association, the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA), urges you to support funding for federal education programs that provide knowledge-based solutions to school improvement efforts across the country.  We firmly believe that the effective application, transfer and management of research-based knowledge can accelerate the nationwide efforts to improve academic performance and close achievement gaps in K-12 education. Indeed, knowledge use can and should be a central organizing theme for educational reform at every level. These Department of Education programs address the continuum of school improvement efforts from  applied research, and development, dissemination, evaluation and technical assistance. 

Recent research tells us that a significant capacity gap continues to grow, as states and districts seek to address the increasing demand for knowledge based solutions to assist the 22,000 schools not making adequate yearly progress. Unfortunately, the US Department of Education,  with the lowest investment in research and development of any federal agency, is not able to keep up with this demand. 
We urge you to support an increased investment in knowledge-based solutions to help all children achieve. The following programs are essential to this investment: 

Increase funding for the Comprehensive Assistance Centers to $62 million, an increase of $5 million over FY 2006. These centers provide comprehensive technical assistance services to states, districts, tribes and schools in administering and implementing school reform efforts under No Child Left Behind.  The Comprehensive Centers represent the link to state policymakers, and district and school leaders to implement research-based practices in local contexts.

Increase funding the Comprehensive School Reform program to $8 million for national activities, an increase of $800,000 over FY 2006. The CSR national activities—the quality initiative projects and a national clearinghouse—serve as evaluation, dissemination and clearinghouse functions to ensure that low performing schools have access to scientifically based reform models that work.

Continue the investment in Improving Teacher Quality State Grants at $2.9 billion for FY 2007. These grants provide funds to states and districts to meet their individual needs to build a strong education workforce.  Programs to meet that end are based on scientifically based evidence.  Research consistently shows that an effective teacher is the critical difference in student success. 

Increase the investment in the Regional Education Laboratories (RELs) to $79 million, a $12 million increase from FY 2006. The new labs will continue to be the primary federal program that addresses the needs of educators and policy makers by turning research findings into programs that can be applied in local contexts.  The labs have been level funded and subjected to across the board cuts for the past several years. The FY07 request reflects a cost of living adjustment from the FY2000 appropriation.  
Expand the investments in the Research, Development, and Dissemination account to  $179 million, an increase of $16 million over FY 2006. This account provides funds to support the Institute of Education Science’s priority education research programs.  This year, those priorities will include: reading and writing; mathematics and science education; teacher quality in reading and writing, and mathematics and science education; education leadership; education policy, finance, and systems; postdoctoral research training; interventions for struggling adolescent and adult readers; cognition and student learning; high school reform; and, postsecondary education. 
Continue funding the Smaller Learning Communities Program at $93.5 million for FY 2007, level funding from last year. This program aims to increase the academic achievement in large high schools through the creation of smaller, more personalized learning environments.  High schools enrolling more than 1,000 students can establish strategies such as small learning clusters, career academies, teacher-advisory mentoring, and other innovations designed to create more personalized instruction.  The smaller learning communities’ initiative has demonstrated promising results as part of much needed comprehensive changes in high school design.   

Support a line item for the National Research and Development Centers at $27 million for FY2007, an increase of $2.5 million. The centers address enduring issues of national significance in education through sustained and focused research programs. The research centers have seen their funding halved over the past few years. We support an average of $4 million per center that was the norm in FY 2004.
Support the President’s Request for $200 million for the Title 1 School Improvement Fund.  This use of Title 1 monies will fund school improvement activities for those schools and districts that have failed to meet AYP for at least two years.  The interventions will use scientifically based evidence to turn around low performing schools.  

There are a number of additional federal programs that have a strong link to supporting effective knowledge use.  We propose continued investments and support for these programs which include:

· Twenty-first Century Learning Centers 

· Even Start 

· Math Science Partnerships 

· Parent Information Centers 

· Reading First 

· Special Education Research and Evaluation programs 

· Statewide Data Systems 

· Striving Readers 

· Technology State Grants 

· Title I formula grants 

· Title V state innovation grants 

NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of knowledge-based solutions to improve schools and help all students achieve.  NEKIA believes that equity and excellence should be the foundation for improving teaching and learning, which must also be fully supported by the effective use of knowledge.  The association’s members are committed to creating new and better approaches to knowledge use to support education programs and policies at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely, 
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James Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA  
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James W. Kohlmoos

President

April 17, 2006

The Honorable David Obey

Ranking Member

House Appropriations Committee  

US House of Representatives,

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Obey:

Our non-partisan, not-profit trade association, the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA), urges you to support funding for federal education programs that provide knowledge-based solutions to school improvement efforts across the country.  We firmly believe that the effective application, transfer and management of research-based knowledge can accelerate the nationwide efforts to improve academic performance and close achievement gaps in K-12 education. Indeed, knowledge use can and should be a central organizing theme for educational reform at every level. These Department of Education programs address the continuum of school improvement efforts from  applied research, and development, dissemination, evaluation and technical assistance. 

Recent research tells us that a significant capacity gap continues to grow, as states and districts seek to address the increasing demand for knowledge based solutions to assist the 22,000 schools not making adequate yearly progress. Unfortunately, the US Department of Education,  with the lowest investment in research and development of any federal agency, is not able to keep up with this demand. 
We urge you to support an increased investment in knowledge-based solutions to help all children achieve. The following programs are essential to this investment: 

Increase funding for the Comprehensive Assistance Centers to $62 million, an increase of $5 million over FY 2006. These centers provide comprehensive technical assistance services to states, districts, tribes and schools in administering and implementing school reform efforts under No Child Left Behind.  The Comprehensive Centers represent the link to state policymakers, and district and school leaders to implement research-based practices in local contexts.

Increase funding the Comprehensive School Reform program to $8 million for national activities, an increase of $800,000 over FY 2006. The CSR national activities—the quality initiative projects and a national clearinghouse—serve as evaluation, dissemination and clearinghouse functions to ensure that low performing schools have access to scientifically based reform models that work.

Continue the investment in Improving Teacher Quality State Grants at $2.9 billion for FY 2007. These grants provide funds to states and districts to meet their individual needs to build a strong education workforce.  Programs to meet that end are based on scientifically based evidence.  Research consistently shows that an effective teacher is the critical difference in student success. 

Increase the investment in the Regional Education Laboratories (RELs) to $79 million, a $12 million increase from FY 2006. The new labs will continue to be the primary federal program that addresses the needs of educators and policy makers by turning research findings into programs that can be applied in local contexts.  The labs have been level funded and subjected to across the board cuts for the past several years. The FY07 request reflects a cost of living adjustment from the FY2000 appropriation.  
Expand the investments in the Research, Development, and Dissemination account to  $179 million, an increase of $16 million over FY 2006. This account provides funds to support the Institute of Education Science’s priority education research programs.  This year, those priorities will include: reading and writing; mathematics and science education; teacher quality in reading and writing, and mathematics and science education; education leadership; education policy, finance, and systems; postdoctoral research training; interventions for struggling adolescent and adult readers; cognition and student learning; high school reform; and, postsecondary education. 
Continue funding the Smaller Learning Communities Program at $93.5 million for FY 2007, level funding from last year. This program aims to increase the academic achievement in large high schools through the creation of smaller, more personalized learning environments.  High schools enrolling more than 1,000 students can establish strategies such as small learning clusters, career academies, teacher-advisory mentoring, and other innovations designed to create more personalized instruction.  The smaller learning communities’ initiative has demonstrated promising results as part of much needed comprehensive changes in high school design.   

Support a line item for the National Research and Development Centers at $27 million for FY2007, an increase of $2.5 million. The centers address enduring issues of national significance in education through sustained and focused research programs. The research centers have seen their funding halved over the past few years. We support an average of $4 million per center that was the norm in FY 2004.
Support the President’s Request for $200 million for the Title 1 School Improvement Fund.  This use of Title 1 monies will fund school improvement activities for those schools and districts that have failed to meet AYP for at least two years.  The interventions will use scientifically based evidence to turn around low performing schools.  

There are a number of additional federal programs that have a strong link to supporting effective knowledge use.  We propose continued investments and support for these programs which include:

· Twenty-first Century Learning Centers 

· Even Start 

· Math Science Partnerships 

· Parent Information Centers 

· Reading First 

· Special Education Research and Evaluation programs 

· Statewide Data Systems 

· Striving Readers 

· Technology State Grants 

· Title I formula grants 

· Title V state innovation grants 

NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of knowledge-based solutions to improve schools and help all students achieve.  NEKIA believes that equity and excellence should be the foundation for improving teaching and learning, which must also be fully supported by the effective use of knowledge.  The association’s members are committed to creating new and better approaches to knowledge use to support education programs and policies at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely, 
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James Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA  
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 National Education Knowledge Industry Association

1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 700

Washington, DC 20009

      (202) 518-0847

                                                                                Kohlmoos@nekia.org
James W. Kohlmoos

President

April 17, 2006

The Honorable Arlen Specter

Chairman 

Senate Labor HHS and Education Appropriations Subcommittee

US Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Our non-partisan, not-profit trade association, the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA), urges you to support funding for federal education programs that provide knowledge-based solutions to school improvement efforts across the country.  We firmly believe that the effective application, transfer and management of research-based knowledge can accelerate the nationwide efforts to improve academic performance and close achievement gaps in K-12 education. Indeed, knowledge use can and should be a central organizing theme for educational reform at every level. These Department of Education programs address the continuum of school improvement efforts from  applied research, and development, dissemination, evaluation and technical assistance. 

Recent research tells us that a significant capacity gap continues to grow, as states and districts seek to address the increasing demand for knowledge based solutions to assist the 22,000 schools not making adequate yearly progress. Unfortunately, the US Department of Education, with the lowest investment in research and development of any federal agency, is not able to keep up with this demand. 
We urge you to support an increased investment in knowledge-based solutions to help all children achieve. The following programs are essential to this investment: 

Increase funding for the Comprehensive Assistance Centers to $62 million, an increase of $5 million over FY 2006. These centers provide comprehensive technical assistance services to states, districts, tribes and schools in administering and implementing school reform efforts under No Child Left Behind.  The Comprehensive Centers represent the link to state policymakers, and district and school leaders to implement research-based practices in local contexts.

Increase funding the Comprehensive School Reform program to $8 million for national activities, an increase of $800,000 over FY 2006. The CSR national activities—the quality initiative projects and a national clearinghouse—serve as evaluation, dissemination and clearinghouse functions to ensure that low performing schools have access to scientifically based reform models that work.

Continue the investment in Improving Teacher Quality State Grants at $2.9 billion for FY 2007. These grants provide funds to states and districts to meet their individual needs to build a strong education workforce.  Programs to meet that end are based on scientifically based evidence.  Research consistently shows that an effective teacher is the critical difference in student success. 

Increase the investment in the Regional Education Laboratories (RELs) to $79 million, a $12 million increase from FY 2006. The new labs will continue to be the primary federal program that addresses the needs of educators and policy makers by turning research findings into programs that can be applied in local contexts.  The labs have been level funded and subjected to across the board cuts for the past several years. The FY07 request reflects a cost of living adjustment from the FY2000 appropriation.  
Expand the investments in the Research, Development, and Dissemination account to  $179 million, an increase of $16 million over FY 2006. This account provides funds to support the Institute of Education Science’s priority education research programs.  This year, those priorities will include: reading and writing; mathematics and science education; teacher quality in reading and writing, and mathematics and science education; education leadership; education policy, finance, and systems; postdoctoral research training; interventions for struggling adolescent and adult readers; cognition and student learning; high school reform; and, postsecondary education. 
Continue funding the Smaller Learning Communities Program at $93.5 million for FY 2007, level funding from last year. This program aims to increase the academic achievement in large high schools through the creation of smaller, more personalized learning environments.  High schools enrolling more than 1,000 students can establish strategies such as small learning clusters, career academies, teacher-advisory mentoring, and other innovations designed to create more personalized instruction.  The smaller learning communities’ initiative has demonstrated promising results as part of much needed comprehensive changes in high school design.   

Support a line item for the National Research and Development Centers at $27 million for FY2007, an increase of $2.5 million. The centers address enduring issues of national significance in education through sustained and focused research programs. The research centers have seen their funding halved over the past few years. We support an average of $4 million per center that was the norm in FY 2004.
Support the President’s Request for $200 million for the Title 1 School Improvement Fund.  This use of Title 1 monies will fund school improvement activities for those schools and districts that have failed to meet AYP for at least two years.  The interventions will use scientifically based evidence to turn around low performing schools.  

There are a number of additional federal programs that have a strong link to supporting effective knowledge use.  We propose continued investments and support for these programs which include:

· Twenty-first Century Learning Centers 

· Even Start 

· Math Science Partnerships 

· Parent Information Centers 

· Reading First 

· Special Education Research and Evaluation programs 

· Statewide Data Systems 

· Striving Readers 

· Technology State Grants 

· Title I formula grants 

· Title V state innovation grants 

NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of knowledge-based solutions to improve schools and help all students achieve.  NEKIA believes that equity and excellence should be the foundation for improving teaching and learning, which must also be fully supported by the effective use of knowledge.  The association’s members are committed to creating new and better approaches to knowledge use to support education programs and policies at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely, 
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James Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA  
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 National Education Knowledge Industry Association

1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 700

Washington, DC 20009

      (202) 518-0847

                                                                                Kohlmoos@nekia.org
James W. Kohlmoos

President

April 17, 2006

The Honorable Tom Harkin 

Ranking Member

Senate Labor HHS and Education Appropriations Subcommittee

US Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Harkin:

Our non-partisan, not-profit trade association, the National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA), urges you to support funding for federal education programs that provide knowledge-based solutions to school improvement efforts across the country.  We firmly believe that the effective application, transfer and management of research-based knowledge can accelerate the nationwide efforts to improve academic performance and close achievement gaps in K-12 education. Indeed, knowledge use can and should be a central organizing theme for educational reform at every level. These Department of Education programs address the continuum of school improvement efforts from  applied research, and development, dissemination, evaluation and technical assistance. 

Recent research tells us that a significant capacity gap continues to grow, as states and districts seek to address the increasing demand for knowledge based solutions to assist the 22,000 schools not making adequate yearly progress. Unfortunately, the US Department of Education,  with the lowest investment in research and development of any federal agency, is not able to keep up with this demand. 
We urge you to support an increased investment in knowledge-based solutions to help all children achieve. The following programs are essential to this investment: 

Increase funding for the Comprehensive Assistance Centers to $62 million, an increase of $5 million over FY 2006. These centers provide comprehensive technical assistance services to states, districts, tribes and schools in administering and implementing school reform efforts under No Child Left Behind.  The Comprehensive Centers represent the link to state policymakers, and district and school leaders to implement research-based practices in local contexts.

Increase funding the Comprehensive School Reform program to $8 million for national activities, an increase of $800,000 over FY 2006. The CSR national activities—the quality initiative projects and a national clearinghouse—serve as evaluation, dissemination and clearinghouse functions to ensure that low performing schools have access to scientifically based reform models that work.

Continue the investment in Improving Teacher Quality State Grants at $2.9 billion for FY 2007. These grants provide funds to states and districts to meet their individual needs to build a strong education workforce.  Programs to meet that end are based on scientifically based evidence.  Research consistently shows that an effective teacher is the critical difference in student success. 

Increase the investment in the Regional Education Laboratories (RELs) to $79 million, a $12 million increase from FY 2006. The new labs will continue to be the primary federal program that addresses the needs of educators and policy makers by turning research findings into programs that can be applied in local contexts.  The labs have been level funded and subjected to across the board cuts for the past several years. The FY07 request reflects a cost of living adjustment from the FY2000 appropriation.  
Expand the investments in the Research, Development, and Dissemination account to  $179 million, an increase of $16 million over FY 2006. This account provides funds to support the Institute of Education Science’s priority education research programs.  This year, those priorities will include: reading and writing; mathematics and science education; teacher quality in reading and writing, and mathematics and science education; education leadership; education policy, finance, and systems; postdoctoral research training; interventions for struggling adolescent and adult readers; cognition and student learning; high school reform; and, postsecondary education. 
Continue funding the Smaller Learning Communities Program at $93.5 million for FY 2007, level funding from last year. This program aims to increase the academic achievement in large high schools through the creation of smaller, more personalized learning environments.  High schools enrolling more than 1,000 students can establish strategies such as small learning clusters, career academies, teacher-advisory mentoring, and other innovations designed to create more personalized instruction.  The smaller learning communities’ initiative has demonstrated promising results as part of much needed comprehensive changes in high school design.   

Support a line item for the National Research and Development Centers at $27 million for FY2007, an increase of $2.5 million. The centers address enduring issues of national significance in education through sustained and focused research programs. The research centers have seen their funding halved over the past few years. We support an average of $4 million per center that was the norm in FY 2004.
Support the President’s Request for $200 million for the Title 1 School Improvement Fund.  This use of Title 1 monies will fund school improvement activities for those schools and districts that have failed to meet AYP for at least two years.  The interventions will use scientifically based evidence to turn around low performing schools.  

There are a number of additional federal programs that have a strong link to supporting effective knowledge use.  We propose continued investments and support for these programs which include:

· Twenty-first Century Learning Centers 

· Even Start 

· Math Science Partnerships 

· Parent Information Centers 

· Reading First 

· Special Education Research and Evaluation programs 

· Statewide Data Systems 

· Striving Readers 

· Technology State Grants 

· Title I formula grants 

· Title V state innovation grants 

NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of knowledge-based solutions to improve schools and help all students achieve.  NEKIA believes that equity and excellence should be the foundation for improving teaching and learning, which must also be fully supported by the effective use of knowledge.  The association’s members are committed to creating new and better approaches to knowledge use to support education programs and policies at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.

Thank you for your consideration of our requests.

Sincerely, 
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James Kohlmoos

President, NEKIA  

