


National Education Knowledge Industry Association

1718 Connecticut Ave, NW Suite 700

Washington, DC 20009 (202) 518-0847 
January 4, 2007

Senator Chris Dodd

448 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington DC 20510
Congressman Vern Ehlers

2182 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Senator Dodd and Representative Ehlers:

The National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) is pleased to endorse The Standards to Provide Educational Achievement for Kids (SPEAK) Act, which will create, adopt, and implement voluntary core American education content standards in math and science while encouraging states to adopt them.  

As you may know, NEKIA is a non-profit, non-partisan association dedicated to expanding the use of research-based knowledge in policy and practice in K-12 education. NEKIA’s membership includes a vibrant and powerful community of researchers, educational developers, service providers, and entrepreneurs who are addressing the most urgent education problems in the U.S. and abroad. We believe that the effective use of research-based knowledge in school improvement is essential for innovation and improvement in K-12 education and should be a central organizing concept for federal education policy.   Our work supports the vision of the SPEAK Act, which we believe holds great promise for improving academic performance for all students and closing the achievement gaps.

Education reform policies have evolved recently to include standards based reform.  The focus on standards and assessments has generated a spotlight on the alignment of assessments and curriculum in order to better prepare our students for the future.  NEKIA supports the goals of this legislation, which works to provide all students a rigorous math and science education. We believe that this legislation will allow for meaningful comparisons of student academic achievement across states and contribute to efforts to ensure that students are academically qualified to enter college or the workforce. Our members are committed to providing leadership in order to prepare students for life and work in the 21st century economy. 

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of educators and the students they serve.  We look forward to working with you and your colleagues in the 110th Congress.

Sincerely,

Jim Kohlmoos
President and CEO
