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Re: 

NSF Budget Proposal for FY 2009
The appropriations and budget season in Washington, DC, begins each year with the release of the President’s budget request.  This year, on February 4th, President Bush submitted his final budget request.  The proposal would spend $3 trillion overall and largely freeze spending for domestic programs.  

Total federal R&D spending in the proposed budget is $147 billion.  The Administration asserts that this recommendation, if met, would achieve record R&D spending in real terms and an increase of $3.9 billion over last year.  The National Science Foundation (NSF) would receive $6.85 billion in the budget request, a 13 percent increase over its actual FY 2008 budget. The additional $822.10 million would increase funding for agency programs “that advance the frontiers of research and education in science and engineering.” 

Administration officials assert that the budget request also reinforces President Bush’s commitment to the American Competitiveness Initiative, an Administration proposal unveiled in 2006.  Part of that initiative is a doubling of the investments in key civilian federal science agencies, such as NSF, the Department of Energy’s Office of Science, and the National Institute of Standards and Technology, which support basic research in the physical sciences and engineering.  The budget proposal calls for a total of $12.2 billion in spending on these efforts, an overall increase of $1.6 billion.  

Related to the release of the NSF budget, the agency’s Director, Dr. Arden Bement, said that the proposed increase reflects a growing consensus that the United States needs to invest more resources in basic scientific research if it is to remain a global leader in science and technology. "More than a dozen major studies have now concluded that a substantial increase in federal funding for basic scientific research is critical to ensure the preeminence of America's scientific and technological enterprise," he said. "Increased federal investments in research and education are imperative now to sustain our comparative advantages in a flattening world. The NSF budget for 2009 reflects that commitment."

The NSF budget proposal says the following about certain efforts:

Under the proposal, Math and Science Partnerships would be funded at $51 million, up $2.5 million from last year.  The Robert Noyce Scholarship Programs would be funded at $11.6 million, up $800,000.  The Education and Human Resources Directorate is also increasing support for research and evaluation efforts in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education. Major efforts in FY 2009 include a proposed $3 million increase, to $10 million, for Project and Program Evaluation, and an $8.5 million increase to $108.5 million for Discovery Research K-12, which supports applied research and innovation aimed at improving STEM education at the K-12 level.

Further, NSF asserts that it “remains a leader in efforts to broaden participation in science and engineering.”  In FY 2009, it aims to reach all states and regions, notably through the Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research, which increases to $113.5 million in FY 2009. Efforts that focus on underrepresented groups also increase. Examples include Alliances for Graduate Education and Professoriate (AGEP), the Historically Black Colleges and Universities-Undergraduate Program (HBCU-UP), the Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP), and Centers of Research Excellence in Science and Technology (CREST). 

Support for Research Grants
Strong, sustained support for individual investigator and small group activities remains a priority for investments across the foundation. With the 16 percent growth in research and related activities, NSF anticipates supporting an additional 1,370 research grants. This will help to increase the funding rate to 23 percent from 21 percent, especially for unsolicited grants that potentially advance the frontiers of learning and discovery.

New Faculty and Young Investigators
The America COMPETES Act underscores the need to strengthen the nation's science and engineering workforce, placing special emphasis on improving opportunities for scientists and engineers at the beginning of their careers. In keeping with this, the Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program--NSF's flagship program for young faculty--increases by over $14 million to $181.9 million. Other activities that traditionally involve young faculty--the Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program (REU) and Research in Undergraduate Institutions Program (RUI)--also increase.

Graduate Research Fellowships (GRF)
GRF is widely recognized as a unique fellowship grant program because it supports the broad array of science and engineering disciplines across all fields, as well as international research activities. Funding for GRF in FY 2009 increases by $28.6 million (nearly 30 percent) to $124.8 million. This will support an estimated 3,075 fellows, an increase of 700 over the FY 2008 level. The GRF program recognizes the growing significance of the changing global environment for future scientists and engineers, and is bringing more international emphasis and increased opportunities for students to expand their knowledge of research and education in other nations, and in international issues affecting science, technology, engineering and mathematics careers.

More information on NSF’s budget request is available at http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=111084&org=NSF&from=news.
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