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Congress Sustains Investments in 

Education Research, Development, Dissemination & Technical Assistance but Neglects Other Pressing Needs
Statement of NEKIA President Jim Kohlmoos

on the Passage of the FY 2006 Spending Package for Education
“The National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) is pleased that the Congress has approved fiscal year 2006 funding for education research, development, dissemination, and technical assistance programs. By supporting the Regional Education Labs, the Comprehensive Assistance Centers, the university-based research centers, and other R&D entities, Congress has correctly sustained the nation’s education knowledge infrastructure.  This infrastructure supports basic research and the translation of research findings which in turn provide vital knowledge-based solutions to help schools address the most pressing educational challenges. 
This good news from Congress, however, is accompanied by many serious concerns. We are deeply disappointed in the overall reduction in federal funding support for k-12 education including the drastic reduction in research-based programs such as Comprehensive School Reform.  This is clearly not the right time to reduce federal support to states and school districts around the country.  

We are also concerned that the R&D sector is seriously underfunded.  While education is a $745 billion industry in the United States, the federal budget for education research is just 0.03 percent of this total – the smallest percentage for any government agency.  

As Congress and the Administration develop funding recommendations for fiscal year 2007, NEKIA urges major new investments in education research, development, dissemination and technical assistance to help the nation’s teachers and students succeed.”

###

Founded in 1997, NEKIA is a non-partisan, non-profit trade association representing the emerging knowledge industry.  NEKIA’s mission is to advance the development and use of research-based knowledge for the improvement of all children.  The association’s members are committed to finding new and better ways to support and expand high-quality education research, development, dissemination, technical assistance, and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels.
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