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Bush Administration Proposes to Bolster Vital Education R&D and Assistance Programs 
Regional Education Labs, Comprehensive Assistance Centers, and R&D 
Targeted for Continuation
Statement of NEKIA President Jim Kohlmoos

“Among the cornerstones of the Bush Administration’s No Child Left Behind education initiative is the mandate for use of scientifically based research in the classroom.  Fortunately, the President’s new budget proposes to sustain a number of programs essential to that mandate: the Regional Education Labs, the Comprehensive Assistance Centers and Research and Development programs. These programs create sorely needed education knowledge and tools that states and school districts use to implement No Child Left Behind.

“The National Education Knowledge Industry Association (NEKIA) is pleased that the proposed continuations, which total $284 million, will directly support teachers, administrators and state and local policy leaders nationwide.  The funding comes at a time when funding for education research is at deplorably low levels.  In fact, the federal investment in the U.S. Department of Education’s research and development programs is the lowest of any federal agency. While education is a $745 billion industry in the United States, the federal budget for education research is just 0.03 percent of this total – the smallest percentage for any government agency. While the President’s proposal will help to maintain the current R&D infrastructure in education, NEKIA urges major new investments in education research, development, dissemination and technical assistance. 

“In the months ahead, NEKIA and its members will work closely with Congress to ensure all federal investments in education research, development, dissemination, and technical assistance are fully supported to the benefit of children and teachers.”

###

