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 McConkey Is New Chair of Knowledge Alliance Board

WASHINGTON, DC – The Board of Directors of Knowledge Alliance has elected Max McConkey, Chief Policy & Communications Officer at WestEd, to serve as the association's Chair for 2008.

McConkey has been associated with Knowledge Alliance (previously named NEKIA, and, prior to that, CEDaR) in a variety of capacities since 1977 and has represented WestEd on the association's board, planning committees, and Policy Action Group since the mid-1990s.  

He has served WestEd in a number of executive roles from his office in Tucson, Arizona, since 1992. He currently directs WestEd’s communications department, oversees its policy programs, and serves as the agency's Federal Liaison. 

The national policy work McConkey has initiated or help implement over 35 years has had significant impact on legislation on education dissemination, research-and-development, and knowledge use. A founder of the National Dissemination Association (NDA), he served as that association's executive director for 15 years. 

A former classroom teacher, newspaper journalist, lecturer, and syndicated cartoonist, McConkey, prior to joining Far West Laboratory/WestEd, was a 20-year employee of The NETWORK, Inc. He served as the latter agency's director for 16 years, 1976-92, leading dramatic growth of the organization’s staff, revenues, and reputation.

McConkey served as vice president of the board of the national Education Writers Association, 1998-2002. He was the founder and inaugural chair for three years of the American Education Research Association's (AERA) membership Committee on Outreach and served as an invited member of AERA’s national strategic planning task force. 

He was educated at the Pennsylvania State University, Antioch-Putney Graduate School of Education, the University of Pennsylvania, and the University of Massachusetts. 
“I am delighted to have an opportunity to work closely with Max in the year ahead," said Jim Kohlmoos, Knowledge Alliance President. "He brings to this leadership position a unique combination -- representing both our association's long history and an exciting, futuristic perspective about how we can best bring a evidence-based knowledge perspective to federal education policy.”

###

About Knowledge Alliance

Knowledge Alliance (formerly known as NEKIA) is a strategic alliance of leading education organizations involved in high-quality education research, development, dissemination, technical assistance, and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels. The non-profit, non-partisan association addresses the increasingly urgent need to apply rigorous research to persistent educational challenges facing our country's schools. The Alliance works closely with the U.S. Congress, U.S. Department of Education, and other federal agencies in advocating knowledge-based policy for innovation and improvement in education.   http://www.knowledgeall.net/
About WestEd

WestEd, a national, nonpartisan, non-profit research, development, and service agency, works with education and other communities to promote excellence, achieve equity, and improve learning for children, youth, and adults. Its policy programs work with local communities, state agencies, and the federal government to examine issues that would improve public policy. WestEd has 16 offices nationwide, from Washington and Boston to Arizona and California. Its corporate headquarters are in San Francisco. More information about WestEd is available at: www.WestEd.org
