October 10, 2007

The Honorable George Miller The Honorable Howard P. McKeon
Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Education and Labor Committee on Education and Labor
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

2205 Rayburn House Office Building 2351 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Miller and Ranking Member McKeon:

As leaders in the science, technology, education, and business communities, we
appreciate the Committee’s efforts through the Miller-McKeon discussion draft to
address a range of issues that will have an impact on our national competitiveness and on
student achievement in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematic (STEM)
fields. However, we are writing to strongly urge you to make science a required
component of the adequate yearly progress (AYP) measure under Title I of the No Child
Left behind Act.

The most recent 10-year employment projections by the U.S. Labor Department show
that of the 20 fastest growing occupations projected for 2014, 15 of them require
significant mathematics and science preparation. America’s global competitiveness will
increasingly depend on our ability to better educate our young people in the sciences, yet
when compared with our international competitors, we are not performing well in science
achievement.

While we appreciate that the discussion draft included science proficiency as one of
multiple measures of student achievement that schools can choose to be evaluated upon,
we continue to believe that science should be included alongside math and reading as a
required component of the AYP measure. Science is a core subject that all students
should be learning and for which all schools should be held accountable. We would
strongly urge a change to the Title I draft to include science as a required component of
AYP. Further, if science is included in AYP, science tests would not have to be
conducted annually, but could continue to be administered once in each grade band, as
determined by the state.

We look forward to working together with you to advance the reauthorization of the No
Child Left Behind Act. Thank you for your leadership and consideration.
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