October 18, 2007

 

Dear Senator,  

 

The undersigned education, training, disability, public health, medical research, child welfare organizations and labor unions representing the full range of stakeholders in the programs of the Departments of Education, Health and Human Services and Labor, urge you to vote in favor of the FY 2008 Senate Labor, Health and Human Services, Education Appropriations bill that increases overall funding above the FY 2007 level for these critically important programs. 

 

The programs and services administered by the Departments of Health and Human Services, Education, and Labor serve a broad range of constituencies and needs.  They all share a common, fundamental goal of strengthening this nation by investing in and improving the quality of life of its people, especially the most vulnerable. The bill, which received broad, bipartisan support by the Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations Committee, provides a modest overall increase for programs in the bill, most of which have experienced significant cuts, lost purchasing power, or both over the past three years.

 

Unfortunately, the FY 2006 Labor, HHS and Education appropriations bill was cut by $1.6 billion.  Congress worked to restore some of those cuts in the FY 2007 Joint Resolution but many programs still remain far below their FY 2005 level, and others lost all funding.  The President’s misplaced priorities in his FY 2008 budget request continues or deepens cuts for most of the programs in the Labor, HHS, and Education Appropriations bill.  America cannot sustain its global scientific and economic leadership, national security and citizens’ health without increasing these investments.  

 

While our organizations represent a wide array of domestic priorities, we are united in our effort to increase discretionary funding substantially for health, education, labor enforcement, job training and social services programs as the appropriations process moves forward.  This increased investment is essential to sustain and advance the well-being and prosperity of our nation.

 

To respond to this letter, please contact Julio C Abreu, President, Coalition for Health Funding:  202-675-8412 (or email at jabreu@nmha.org), or Dr. Edward Kealy, Executive Director, Committee for Education Funding:  202-383-0083 (or email at ekealy@cef.org).

Respectfully,
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Community Action Services and Food Bank (Provo, UT)
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Community Action, Inc. (Haverhill, MA)
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Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 
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Couleecap, Inc.
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Emergency Nurses Association 
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Epilepsy Foundation 

Erie-Huron Counties Community Action Commission, Inc.

FAIR Foundation

Fairfield University
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FED ED 

Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology

First Focus 

First State Community Action Agency, Inc. 
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Foundation Fighting Blindness 
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Housing Development Corporation of Northeastern Pennsylvania
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International Myeloma Foundation
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Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence
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Lakeshore CAP, Inc. 
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Legacy Community Health Services, Inc. Houston, TX. 
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Legal Momentum

Lewis County Opportunities, Inc. 
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Loyola University New Orleans
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Maine Community Action Association 
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Massachusetts Head Start Association
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Mountain Community Action Program, Inc

Mt. Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
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National Alliance on Mental Illness

National Alliance to End Homelessness

National Alliance to End Sexual Violence 

National Alopecia Areata Foundation

National Area Health Education Center Organization

National Association for Children of Alcoholics

National Association for Children's Behavioral Health

National Association for College Admission Counseling

National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education 

National Association for Geriatric Education 

National Association for Gifted Children

National Association for Sport and Physical Education 

National Association for State Community Services Programs

National Association of Chronic Disease Directors

National Association of Classified School Employees

National Association of College Stores

National Association of Community Health Centers 

National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 

National Association of County and City Health Officials 

National Association of County Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Directors

National Association of Federally Impacted Schools

National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities

National Association of Local Boards of Health 

National Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems 

National Association of School Nurses

National Association of Secondary School Principals

National Association of Social Workers 

National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors

National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium

National Association of State Directors of Special Education

National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors

National Association of State Title I Directors 

National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 

National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 

National Caucus of Basic Biomedical Science  Chairs

National Center for Law and Economic Justice

National Center for Lesbian Rights

National Coalition for Literacy

National Community Action Foundation

National Consumer Law Center

National Council for the Social Studies 

National Council of Jewish Women

National Disability Rights Network

National Eczema Association

National Education Association 

National Energy Assistance Directors’ Association 

National Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health 

National Head Start Association 

National Health Care for the Homeless Council, Inc.

National Health Council

National Hispanic Medical Association 

National Indian Head Start Directors Association

National League for Nursing  

National Marfan Foundation 

National Minority AIDS Council

National MS Society

National Organization for Rare Disorders

National Osteoporosis Foundation 

National Parent Teacher Association

National Primate Research Center directors 

National Professional Health Education Honor Society

National Psoriasis Foundation

National REACH Coalition to Eliminate Disparities in Health 

National Rehabilitation Association 

National Rural Education Advocacy Coalition

National Rural Health Association

National School Boards Association

National Science Teachers Association

National Sleep Foundation

National Student Speech Language Hearing Association

National Women’s Law Center 

National Workforce Association

National Youth Employment Coalition

Neighborhood House

NeighborImpact 

NEK-CAP, Inc.

NephCure Foundation

Neurofibromatosis Inc. California

Neurofibromatosis, Inc., Northeast* 

New Jersey Association on Correction

New Jersey Community Action Association

New York Botanical Garden

New York State Community Action Association, Inc.

New York University

Niagara Community Action Program, Inc.

Ninth District Opportunity, Inc.

North American Primary Care Research Group  

North Carolina Community Action

North Central Community Action Agencies, Inc.

North Columbia Community Action Council

North East Michigan Community Services

North Hudson CAP

North Iowa Community Action Organization 

North West Community Services Agency 

Northeast Florida Community Action Agency, Inc.

Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation

Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation's Housing Program

Northeast KY Community Action Agency 

Northern California Center for Occupational and Environmental Health

Northern Kentucky Community Action Commission 

Northern Tier Community Action

Northwest Community Action Center

Northwest Community Action, Inc.

Northwest Indiana Community Action

Northwest Montana Human Resources 

Northwest New Jersey Community Action Program, Inc. 

Northwestern Ohio Community Action Commission

Northwestern University

NYC HIV/AIDS Planning Council (Ryan White 1)
NYU Medical Center

O.C.E.A.N., Inc. 
Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency

Ocean State Action

Office of Human Affairs

Office of Human Concern 

Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies

Ohio Association of Second Harvest Foodbanks 

Ohio Heartland Community Action

OIC of Washington

Okanogan County Community Action Council

OMB Watch

Oncology Nursing Society & Spina Bifida Association

Open Hands

Operation Threshold

Opportunities for Otsego, Inc.

Oregon Coast Community Action

Oregon Human Development Corporation 

Orleans Community Action Committee, Inc.

Ottawa County Community Action Agency 

Otter Tail-Wadena Community Action Council, Inc.

Overview, Inc.

Ozarks Area Community Action Corporation

PA Weatherization Providers Task Force

Pace Community Action Agency, Inc.

Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 

Panhandle Community Services

Parkinson’s Action Network 

Partnership for Community Action

Partnership for Prevention

Paterson Task for Community Action, Inc.

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape 

Pennyrile Allied Community Services

Penquis Community Action Program

Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic Opportunity, Inc.

Pickaway County Community Action Organization, Inc. 

Pine Bluff Jefferson County Economic Opportunities Commission, Inc.

Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.

Pittsburgh Community Services, Inc.

Population Association of America/Association of Population Centers

Prairie Five Community Action Council, Inc.

Prevent Blindness America

Pro Action of Steuben and Yates, Inc.

Professional Nursing Alliance 
Project Discovery of Virginia, Inc.

Project GRAD USA

Project Lead The Way

Public Education Network

Public Justice Center

Public Utility Law Project of New York 

Pulmonary Hypertension Association 

Reading Recovery Council of North America

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic

Red River Valley Community Action 

Red Rock Area Community Action Program

Redwood Community Action Agency

Region IX Community Action Association

RESULTS

Rhode Island Community Action Association 

Rice University 

Rockhurst University

Rocky Mountain Center for Occupational and Environmental Health

Rocky Mountain Development Council, Inc.

Rooftop of Virginia CAP

Ross County Community Action Commission, Inc.

Rural Alaska Community Action, Inc. 

Rural Areas Development Association, Inc.

Rural Opportunities, Inc.

Rural Opportunities, Inc. (PA)

Rural Resources Community Action

Rutgers University, The State University of New Jersey

Saginaw County Community Action Committee, Inc.

Saint Joseph's University

Salt Lake Community Action Program

Santa Clara University

Schoharie County Community Action Program, Inc.

School Social Work Association of America

Scleroderma Foundation 

Scranton Lackawanna Human Development Agency

Seattle University

Self-Help Home Improvement Project

Shawnee Development Council, Inc.

Sjögren’s Syndrome Foundation

Skagit County Community Action Agency

Skyline Community Action Program, Inc.

Society for Investigative Dermatology

Society for Neuroscience 

Society for Pediatric Research

Society for Public Health Education

Society of Gynecologic Oncologists

Society of Hospital Medicine

Society of Teachers of Family Medicine       

Solid Ground

Somerset Community Action Program

South Central Community Action Programs, Inc.

South Central Human Resource Agency

South Central Missouri Community Action Agency

Southeast Kansas Community Action Program

Southeast Nebraska Community Action Council, Inc.

Southeastern Indiana Economic Opportunity Corporation 

Southeastern North Dakota Community Action Agency

Southeastern Tidewater Opportunities Project (STOP Organization)

Southeastern Vermont Community Action 

Southern California Forum

Southern California Occupational Safety and Health

Southern New Hampshire Services, Inc.

Southwest Michigan Community Action Agency

Southwest Mississippi Opportunity, Inc.

Southwestern Minnesota Opportunity Council, Inc. 

Southwestern Wisconsin Community Action Program 

Spokane Neighborhood Action Programs 

Spring Hill College

Springfield Partners for Community Action

St. Clair County Intergovernmental Grants/Community Action Agency 

St. Mary-Vermilion Community Action Agency

Stark County Community Action Agency

State Associations of Addiction Services 

State of Hawaii  - LIHEAP

Stony Brook University Medical Center

Stop Family Violence

Student National Medical Association

Suicide Prevention Action Network USA 

Sunbelt Human Advancement Resources, Inc.  

Sunflower-Humphreys Counties Progress, Inc.

Sunshine ERC at University of South Florida

Support to Eliminate Poverty (STEP)

Supports to Encourage Low-income Families 
TEAM Inc.

Telamon Corporation

Tempe Community Action Agency

Tennessee Association of Community Action 

Texas Legal Services Center

The 317 Coalition 

The Access Community Action Agency 

The Association of Secondary School Principals

The Agricultural and Labor Program, Inc.

The AIDS Legal Referral Panel

The American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering 

The Arc of the U.S. 

The Community Action Organization of Delaware, Madison & Union Counties, Inc.

The Heart Rhythm Society 

The National High School Equivalency Program 

The Pennsylvania State University 

The State Educational Technology Directors Association 

The United Planning Organization

Three Rivers Community Action, Inc.

Tioga Opportunities, Inc. 

Title II Community AIDS National Network 

Tourette Syndrome Association

Treatment Action Group

Trehab 

Tri-City Community Action Program, Inc.

Tri-County Action Program, Inc

Tri-County Community Action Agency

Tri-County Community Action Partnership 

Tri-County Community Action Program 

Tri-County Community Action serving Champaign, Logan and Shelby counties of Ohio 

Tri-County Community Action, Inc.

Tri-County Opportunities Council

Trust for America’s Health 

Tulane University 

Two Rivers Head Start Agency

Two Rivers Regional Council of Public Officials

U.S. Public Interest Research Group

Uintah Basin Association of Governments

UMOS

Umpqua Community Action Network 

Union County Department of Human Services, Division of Planning 

United Cerebral Palsy 

United Community Corporation

United Passaic Organization

United Progress, Inc.

United Spinal Association 

United States Student Association

University of Central Florida

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

University of Minnesota

University of Oregon

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Utah

University of Washington 

University of Wisconsin-Madison

Upper Des Moines Opportunity

Upper East TN Human Development Agency

US Psychiatric Rehabilitation Association

USA Works!

USAction

Utah Community Action Partnership Association

Venture, Inc.

Virginia CARES, Inc.

Virginia Commonwealth University

Virginia Community Action Partnership 

Virginia Head Start Association

Vision Council of America 

VSA Arts 

Wabash Area Development, Inc

Warren County Community Services, Inc. 

Warren Forest Counties Economic Opportunity Council

Warren-Hamilton Counties Community Action Agency

Washington Morgan Counties Community Action 

Washington State Association of Head Start and ECEAP

Washington State Community Action Partnership

Washita Valley Community Action Council

West CAP 

West Central Community Action Agency, Inc.
West Central Minnesota Communities Action

West KY Allied Services 

West Virginia Community Action Partnership 

Westbay Community Action

Westchester Community Opportunity Program, Inc.

Western Community Action 

Western Dairyland EOC 

Western Egyptian Economic Opportunity Council

Western Illinois Regional Council-Community Action Agency 

Western Maine Community Action 

Western South Dakota Community Action 

Westmoreland Human Opportunities, Inc.

Wider Opportunities for Women 

Wisconsin Association for Biomedical Research & Education

Wisconsin Community Action Program Association 

Woodruff Health Sciences Center at Emory University

Yale University

Yamhill Community Action Partnership

Yonkers Community Action Program

YWCA USA
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