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What’s Next? A New Knowledge Era for School Improvement 

 Recommendations for the Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act

Challenges  

· Weak  policy and programmatic links between the federal research enterprise and federal school improvement efforts

· Insufficient support  for development and innovation of tools, services, and products for school improvement 

· Inadequate capacity to meet the rapidly escalating demand for research-based solutions in school improvement 

· Differing definitions for scientifically based research and confusion over how to implement them

1. Make the effective use of research-based knowledge a central theme of the reauthorization   

Title: Make the title of the new law should reflect this theme, for example, “Improving America’s Schools with Research-based Knowledge Act”     
2. Launch a national initiative to establish strong, workable connections between research and school improvement efforts 
National Office:  Establish an Office of Evidence-based Policy and Practice in the Secretary’s office of the US Department of Education to coordinate the use of research-based knowledge in all ESEA programs and policies

Intergovernmental, Public- Private Initiative: Launch a national school improvement initiative focusing on the effective use of research-based knowledge that includes: a nation-wide network of public-private partnerships, an interagency task force, and Biennial Report to Congress 

Knowledge Use Partnership Fund for School Improvement:  Support local and state efforts to build capacity for effective use of research-based knowledge 

3. Create a rapid-response, research-based innovation capacity for school improvement 

R&D Innovation Fund: Create a $200 million fund to support the rapid development of innovative curricular and instructional solutions that use the best available empirical evidence. 

Knowledge Use Funding: Double the authorized funding levels for research and development programs including the Research, Development & Dissemination fund,  Regional Educational Laboratories, Comprehensive Centers, School Improvement funds. 
4. Adopt a rigorous, relevant, useable definition for applying scientifically-based research in school improvement 
Consistent definition: Use the definition for “scientifically valid research” in Education Sciences Reform Act as the underlying definition in ESEA.
Evaluate implementation: Evaluate the implementation of the definition through a third-party review conducted by the National Research Council.  

Guidance: Require the Department to provide specific guidance for using the best available empirical evidence for specific projects or interventions.

Focus on use: Include a definition for the “effective use of research-based knowledge” in the statute in support of scientifically valid research. 

For more information contact:

Kate Bannan bannan@knowledgeall.net
Jim Kohlmoos Jim@knowledgeall.net
John Waters waters@knowledgeall.net
http://www.knowledgeall.net






