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President
September 5, 2007

Honorable George Miller

Honorable Howard “Buck” McKeon

Honorable Dale Kildee

Honorable Michael Castle

Committee on Education and Labor 

US House of Representatives

Washington DC

Sent via email to 

ESEAComments@mail.house.gov
Dear Sirs:

On behalf of Knowledge Alliance I am pleased to submit the following comments for your consideration regarding the staff discussion draft for Title I of Elementary and Secondary Education Act released on August 27, 2007.  We very much appreciate this opportunity to participate in the reauthorization process.  
As we indicated in our press statement on August 28, “… we applaud the bi-partisan effort thus far in both sustaining key goals of NCLB while making practical modifications to the way in which schools are identified for improvement and corrective action. We are particularly pleased that the draft focuses greater attention on school improvement and scientifically valid research  approaches to turning around low performing schools …  We believe that this reauthorization is an opportunity not only to improve some of NCLB’s accountability provisions but also to more effectively deliver research-based solutions to schools that have the greatest needs…” We offer both general and specific comments below.   
General Comments and Suggestions

School Improvement and Capacity Building --- We applaud the greater emphasis on building capacity at the state and local levels to provide urgently needed school improvement support in terms of expertise, research-based knowledge and funding. We suggest that this should be one of the guiding principles of this reauthorization. We recommend that the title of the statute reflect this emphasis: for example, “Building America’s Capacity for Excellence for All Children Act”    
School Improvement Grants --- We appreciate the 5% state set aside for school improvement and also want to ensure that, in addition, the formula grants program for states which the Department of Education recently activated will be continued.  

Scientifically Valid Research --- We agree with the inclusion of this term in many places in the draft. We suggest that the definition should be the same as that used in the Education Sciences Reform Act with only slight modification to address external validity issues. We also suggest avoiding the use of other related terms such as “evidence based” in order to maintain consistency and alleviate confusion.      
Comprehensive School Reform --- We applaud the inclusion of this “second generation” program but recommend that the program be of sufficient size and scope (authorized at at least $300 million) to make it a formula program to the states through which competitions would be conducted for LEA sub grants. Awards to the LEAs should be at least $100,000 the first year and $50,000 in subsequent years. Up to a 3% set aside for national activities should be included for further model development, quality center evaluations, and clearinghouse activities.  
 Third party providers in the state system of assistance ---  We applaud the recognition of third party service providers as part of the state system for delivering the needed school improvement support including the comprehensive centers, the regional educational laboratories, as well as national research and development centers and other school improvement specialists.  
Specific Language Recommendations

Sec. 1116  School and Local Educational Agency Improvement and Assistance
Page 175 line 12 after “reforms” insert:

based upon scientifically valid research
Page 178 line 8 after “assessments” insert:


scientifically valid research
Page 191 line 1 after “that” insert:

based upon scientifically valid research
Page 193 line 2 after “centers,” insert:


national research and development centers
Page 198 delete line 4 and in line 5 after “programs” insert:


 based upon scientifically valid research 
Page 214 line 8 after “provider” insert: 


based upon scientifically valid research
Page 220 line 23 after “State” insert:


(G) Ensure that the instruction is based upon scientifically valid research
Page 224 line 11 after “effectiveness insert:
based upon scientifically valid research
Page 225 line 1 delete “research-based” and insert:


based upon scientifically valid research
Page 239 line 14 after “assessments” insert:


scientifically valid research
 SEC. 1117. SCHOOL SUPPORT, RECOGNITION OF SUCCESS,

AND BRINGING SUCCESS TO SCALE.
Page 259 line 22  after “…section 2113”  insert:

(v)  developing a process for identifying, sharing and using  promising practices for school improvement based upon scientifically valid research. 
Page 261 line 11 after “…school”  insert:

… based upon scientifically valid research about what works in those circumstances. 
Page 262 line 12 after “ … support team.”  Insert:
(v) collect promising practices and provide to the state educational agency for  dissemination to other teams   
Page 264 line 5 after “practices” insert:


based upon scientifically valid research
Page 264 line 25 after “scale” insert:

(E) document and share the best available empirical evidence using scientifically valid research about what worked in making improvements. 
Page 265 line 19 after “involvement” insert:

(v) increase in the use of scientifically based research in developing and implementing improvement interventions.
Page 265 line 22 after “organizational” insert:


knowledge management and utilization strategy

Page 267 line 21 after tools insert:


research-based knowledge
Sec. 1851. GRANTS AUTHORIZED Core Curriculum

Page 396, line 10 after “…access”  insert: 

and increase knowledge and effective dissemination thereof

Page 396 line 19  after “…institutions” insert: 

including Regional Education Laboratories, Comprehensive Centers and National R&D Centers

Sec. 1871  EXPANDED LEARNING TIME DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM]

Page 399, line 21, after “…innovation” insert “and create and effectively disseminated knowledge…”

Page 401, line 12 insert “…rigorous research and….”

In summary we envision through this reauthorization a robust system of school improvement support which utilizes the knowledge from scientifically valid research to deliver solutions to schools with the greatest and most urgent needs for improvement. Indeed this reauthorization should take the next logical step in standards based reform and usher in a new knowledge era in national education policy that focuses on the effective use of research-based knowledge to achieve successful and sustainable school improvement.
We would be most pleased to respond to your questions or comments. Thank you again for this opportunity to participate in the reauthorization process.

Sincerely
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Jim Kohlmoos
