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Knowledge Alliance Names Kate Bannan as Policy Director 


WASHINGTON – Knowledge Alliance (previously known as NEKIA) is pleased to announce that Kate Bannan, formerly of the University of California, was recently named as the Alliance’s new Policy Director.  Bannan joined the Alliance staff in early March.


“We are thrilled to have Kate join Knowledge Alliance to lead our policy and advocacy efforts,” said Knowledge Alliance President Jim Kohlmoos. “Kate’s many years of advocacy on Capitol Hill and her rich experience in policy will advance our association and the burgeoning field of education knowledge. 
As policy director, Ms. Bannan will guide Knowledge Alliance’s efforts to build support on Capitol Hill and in the federal agencies for education research, development, and dissemination.


Ms. Bannan worked for the University of California system’s Washington, D.C. office from 1995-2007, covering research issues within several federal agencies for the system.  She began her career as a kindergarten teacher at the American School of Guatemala.  Ms. Bannan currently serves as a Board Member for Women in Defense Capital Chapter, is a member of the Junior League of Washington and an active volunteer in the community. 
 
Ms. Bannan lives in Arlington, Virginia. She has a BA in Spanish from Kalamazoo College and an MA in Legislative Affairs from the George Washington University. 

“In a year when education and the reauthorization of Elementary and Secondary Education Act are playing such a prominent role in national issues, we are so very pleased to have Kate on our team because she uniquely understands the inner workings of Washington, D.C.” said Kohlmoos. “With our new name, a broader mission, and a very competent policy director, we aim launch to a new knowledge era in education policy and practice”.

Knowledge Alliance (formerly known as NEKIA) was founded in 1997 as a non-profit, non-partisan strategic alliance to address the increasingly urgent need to apply rigorous research to persistent educational challenges facing our country's schools. Composed of leading education organizations, Alliance members are involved in high-quality education research, development, dissemination, technical assistance and evaluation at the federal, regional, state, tribal, and local levels. The Alliance works closely with the US Congress, US Department of Education and other federal agencies in advocating knowledge-based policy for innovation and improvement in education.   
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