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 Administration’s Budget Sends a Mixed Message
 Supports Some Vital Education R&D, Assistance Programs, but Eliminates Others 
Statement of Knowledge Alliance President Jim Kohlmoos
The Administration’s budget request for FY 2009 sends a mixed message about its priorities for investing in the improvement of education for all students.  

On the positive side, President’s request proposes critically important investments in school improvement through research and development and technical assistance programs such as: the Regional Educational Laboratories; Comprehensive Assistance Centers; Research, Development, and Dissemination programs; Statewide Data systems grants; Reading First; Striving Readers; and State School Improvement grants.  These programs provide the essential foundation from which to build a robust knowledge infrastructure for school improvement nationwide both now, and in the years ahead.

Regrettably, the President’s proposed funding levels are insufficient in responding to the rapidly increasing demand for turning around low performing schools identified under the No Child Left Behind Act.   With the number of schools in need of improvement set to increase significantly in the next several years, the need has never been greater to expand the federally supported school improvement infrastructure and deliver researched-based solutions to schools with the greatest needs to improve. 

The President also proposes to reduce or eliminate a number of other critical programs that currently contribute to research-based school improvement efforts including Parent Information Resource Centers, Smaller Learning Communities, Education Technology State Grants, Comprehensive School Reform, 21st Century Community Learning Centers, and Improving Teacher Quality State grants.   
 
Knowledge Alliance urges Congress to make research-based school improvement a top priority in the FY 2009 education budget and significantly increase federal support for  state and local efforts to improve achievement for all students.  In the months ahead we will work closely with Congress to make these investments a reality.”   
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