October 4, 2007

The Honorable George Miller, Chairman
                 The Honorable Buck McKeon, Ranking Member
Committee on Education and Labor                                Committee on Education and Labor                              
 2181 Rayburn House Office Building                              2351 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515                                                    Washington, DC 20515  
The Honorable Dale Kildee, Chairman                              The Honorable Michael Castle, Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary and         Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary and

Secondary Education                                                         Secondary Education

22107 Rayburn House Office Building                              1233 Longworth House Office Building             

Washington, DC 20515                                                      Washington, DC 20515                                                       

Dear Congressmen Miller, McKeon, Kildee and Castle:

In school districts and states across America, non-profit and for-profit entities provide a rich array of education services, technology, professional development, assessment services and instructional materials to public schools.  As you work to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), we encourage you to continue and enhance federal policies to enable public school officials to select from among this diverse body of resources, and contract with the organization that they believe best fits their local needs. It is a system based on market place competition and local control over education-twin pillars of our society.

Our organizations – representing both for-profit and non-profit providers of educational products and services -- are concerned that language in the Committee’s discussion draft for the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) will deny state and local education leaders this flexibility in making certain procurement and partnership decisions. In addition, this same limitation extends to eligibility for competing for certain federal education initiatives. This comes as result of inconsistent references throughout existing ESEA law and the draft Miller-McKeon bill on the eligibility of for-profit and non-profit entities to provide various services to states and schools receiving ESEA funds, as well as in some cases, to the U.S. Department of Education.
With the distinction between for-profit and non-profit organizations becoming increasingly irrelevant, we encourage you to continue your long tradition of seeking the very best for the nation’s schools, its teachers, and students. We ask that you permit a diverse array of providers, including for-profit and non-profit entities, to compete in the marketplace, and let local and state officials have final control over who they choose as partners. To do this, we believe that for both new initiatives in discussion draft version of the ESEA and for current programs, there should be a consistent definition of an eligible entity that includes both for-profit and non-profit organizations for the relevant programs in the ESEA.   
Collectively, the members of the Education Industry Association (EIA) the Software & Information Industry Association (SIIA), the Knowledge Alliance (KA), and the National Council of Education Providers (NCEP) represent organizations that assist schools everyday through the provision of critical education solutions. Our member-organizations are long term and integral partners with local school leaders. As the Committee moves forward with reauthorization, we deeply hope that you correct the apparent exclusion of an entire sector of the education community from offering its services to schools. 
We thank you for this opportunity for our organizations to share our views on this important legislation, and appreciate your serious consideration of our recommendation.  In the coming days, we will follow up with you and your staff to discuss these issues in more detail.  We look forward to continuing to work with you as the Committee moves forward with the reauthorization of ESEA.
Sincerely,

Steven Pines, Executive Director                                   Ken Wasch, President                           
Education Industry Association                                      Software and Information Industry Association

Jim Kohlmoos ,President                                                  Michael Connelly, Chair

Knowledge Alliance                                                          National Council of Education Providers
