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April 9, 2007

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
317 Russell Senate Office Building

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman,

The undersigned organizations representing millions of educators, parents and students are calling on federal, state and local governments, as well as colleges and universities, school boards, unions and business leaders to help lead a national effort that will transform middle level education and give every young adolescent the opportunity to achieve to the highest standards.
The middle school years are a key transition point for youth and can determine students’ future success or failure. Sixth graders who do not attend school regularly, exhibit poor behavior, or fail math or English are very likely to drop out before graduation from high school—many as early as ninth grade. Only one in ten of these students graduate on time and one in five graduate in five years   (Balfanz and Herzog, 2006).  
Thoroughly preparing all American students to succeed in a demanding and evolving global economy makes the transformation of middle level education an imperative. Thriving in the 21st century requires more than a basic understanding of reading, writing and mathematics. It requires the ability to apply sophisticated skills in a variety of settings, solve complex problems individually and collectively and learn throughout a lifetime. While effective middle level schools can provide this strong foundation for young adolescents, many are not providing the opportunities necessary for students to be successful. 
The majority of U.S. middle grades students still fare poorly on national and international assessments. For example, less than one-third of America’s eighth graders can read and write with proficiency, and only 29% are proficient in mathematics (NCES, 2006). Programme International Student Achievement (PISA), the organization that compiles reports on the reading and mathematics scores of students, found that the United States ranked 28th out of 40 nations surveyed in mathematics literacy for 15-year-olds and 15th out of 40 in reading for the same population. 
Schools with large concentrations of poor students are especially challenged. While only 14% of all Title I schools are middle level schools, they represent 37% of the Title I schools identified in need of improvement (CEP, 2005). 

The success of the No Child Left Behind Act rests largely on the shoulders of middle level leaders, teachers and students. Given that students in grades five through eight represent 58% (14 million) of the nation’s annual test takers under NCLB, upgrading middle grades teaching and learning is imperative if we are to reach the goal of all students proficient in reading, writing and math by 2014. 
We look to policymakers to make high-quality educational opportunities accessible to all middle level students and to remedy obstacles to improved academic achievement in the middle grades with targeted, research-based support. Only by working together can we achieve the ambitious agenda to provide all young adolescents with a quality education that develops their skills and talents to the fullest extent.
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Cynthia B. Schmeiser, President & COO

Gerald N. Tirozzi, Executive Director
Education Division, ACT


National Association of Secondary School Principals
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Bob Wise, President



Deborah Kasak, Executive Director

Alliance for Excellent Education

National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform
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Thomas W. Rudin,



Sue Swaim, Executive Director
Senior Vice President For Advocacy,

National Middle School Association

Government Relations & Development

College Board
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Kent Williamson, Executive Director

Patrick Montesano, Vice President and Director

National Council of Teachers of English

Middle Start National Center at the

Academy for Educational Development
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Alan E. Farstrup, Executive Director
International Reading Association


The following education organizations support these recommendations: 
Education Development Center, Inc.

Learning Disabilities Association of America
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