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Washington, D.C.  20006     (202) 518-0847 

www.knowledgeall.net    jim@knowledgeall.net 
 James W. Kohlmoos
 President
February 29, 2008
Dear (Senator and House chairman of appropriations committees):

On behalf of our member organizations and the millions of students and teachers who are served by them, Knowledge Alliance thanks you for your ongoing leadership in advancing research and development in education. 

For FY 2009 we urge you to support increased federal investments in research-based programs that help states and districts respond to the rapidly increasing needs of low performing schools.  As the US Department of Education indicated in its recent budget justifications, the accountability schedules in the No Child Left Behind Act will significantly increase the number of schools in need of improvement and place even more pressure on the limited resources currently available for school improvement: 

“The most recently available State-reported assessment results suggest that while most States are making progress in improving student achievement in the two core subjects, accelerating that rate of improvement will be a key challenge in meeting the 100% proficiency goal by 2014…between the 2004-05 and 2007-08 school years, the total number of schools identified for improvement increased by more than 1,800 or 18%, while the number of schools identified for restructuring more than tripled, rising from 1,180 in 2004-05 to 3,923 in 2007-08.”  

Top priority: A Research-Based School Improvement Package -- We believe the growing capacity crisis in school improvement warrants a mobilization of the federally supported research enterprise and the school improvement community to create a powerful and focused immediate impact.  To do this, we recommend that you consider five essential interrelated programs as a research-based school improvement package and increase their overall investments in tandem.  The five programs and our recommendations are as follows:  

Comprehensive Centers 

Recommendation: $67.1 million ($10 million increase over FY 2008)  

The 16 regional centers and five content centers work directly with State Education Agencies in building state capacity to turning around low performing schools.  The Centers apply and provide in-depth, research-based knowledge in key improvement areas such as assessment and accountability, instruction, teacher quality, innovation and school improvement provisions in NCLB.  We propose an increase that would enable the content centers to intensify their research-based services and increase the regional centers’ ability to help states respond directly to the increasing number of schools in need of improvement and corrective action.   

 

Regional Educational Laboratories 
Recommendation: $77.6 million ($12 million increase over FY 2008)  

The Regional Educational Laboratory Program is composed of a network of 10 laboratories that serve the education reform and school improvement needs of designated regions.  The laboratories address regionally identified education problems through rigorous research studies, rapid response studies and related technical assistance activities.  The proposed increase would create a special triage “urgent response” system to address the most pressing, immediate educational reform issues in each region as well as fund a mandated evaluation of the network. 
 
Research, Development and Dissemination 
Recommendation: $187 million ($27 million increase over FY 2008)  

This fund supports a diverse portfolio of programs, projects and studies that create, translate, disseminate and/or apply research-based knowledge relevant to school improvement and the implementation of NCLB.  Ongoing initiatives cover key issue areas such as academic subjects, teacher quality, cognition and learning, reading and math.  The recommended boost would increase the number of rigorous research studies focusing on pressing school improvement issues by at least 20 and support the President’s proposal for a new research initiative to identify and evaluate models for turning around schools.         

National Research and Development Centers
Recommendation: $26 million (same as FY 2008; within the RD&D fund above) 
These Centers address enduring education issues of national significance through sustained, focused, interdisciplinary research.  The Centers’ funding is provided under the Research, Development and Dissemination Program.  The $26 million would be used to provide supplemental grants to Centers so they could expand the size or number of rigorous research studies on their designated topics, and for increasing the overall number of Centers. 

Title I School Improvement Grants 
Recommendation: $491 million (same as FY 2008)  

These grants support local efforts to turn around low performing schools and school districts and to ensure that high poverty schools have the extra resources they need to help their students reach proficiency in math and reading, as required by NCLB.   We strongly support the Administration’s request of $491 million and efforts to effectively deliver scientifically based research solutions schools with the greatest needs.   

 

Important Support: Programs Contributing to School Improvement --  We  recommend continued support for the following programs which will play an increasingly significant role in state and local efforts to respond to the escalating demand for school improvement and solutions.           

 

Comprehensive School Reform
Recommendation:  $1.6 million (same as FY 2008)

We urge the continuation of the national activities for this successful and highly rated program to coordinate, collect, assess and disseminate successful interventions for school reform.  We do not support the President’s proposal for elimination.
Math Science Partnerships
Recommendation: $200 million ($21 million increase over FY 2008) 
This program’s focus on developing rigorous mathematics and science curricula and supporting teacher recruitment efforts will play a vital role in improving student achievement in STEM subjects and ultimately enhance our national competitiveness.  We support an increase of $21 million over the President’s request.  

Parental Information and Resource Centers 

Recommendation:  $36.9 million (same as FY 2008) 
We believe these centers provide an important dissemination and support service within their statewide communities and should be continued.  We do not support the President’s request for elimination.
Reading First/Early Reading First
Recommendation: $1 billion/$112.5 million ($607 million increase over FY 2008)
We are pleased that the Department of Education adopted the recommendations made by the Inspector General for this program and that implementation of the scientifically research-based program is heading in the right direction. We support the President’s request to reinstate full funding for this important program.

 
Special Education Research and Evaluation programs
Recommendation: $80 million (same as FY 2008)
These programs support essential research and evaluation efforts in the implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  We support the President’s request to sustain this critical function for special education.    

 

Statewide Data Systems
Recommendation: $100 million ($51.7 million increase over FY 2008)
This program is an important part of the research and evaluation infrastructure to support school improvement within selected states.  We strongly support the President’s request to expand this effort to more states and increase funding accordingly.  
 

Striving Readers
Recommendation: $100 million ($64.6 million increase over FY 2008) 
This program addresses the often overlooked problems of adolescent literacy by supporting research-based reading interventions for students in grades 6-12 in Title I Schools.  We agree with the President’s request to significantly expand the reach of this research-based program.

21st Century Learning Centers
Recommendation: $1.1 billion (same as FY 2008) 
This funding stream provides critical support for extended learning opportunities for students, as well as related services to their families.  We strongly support the continuation of this program under its current model and oppose the reductions and redesign recommended by the President.
In total we believe that the need has never been greater or more urgent to expand the federally supported school improvement infrastructure and to deliver research-based solutions to schools with the greatest needs to improve.  With a mission focusing on the effective use of research-based knowledge to improve schools, Knowledge Alliance stands committed to doing all we can to support your leadership in this effort and ultimately help all students achieve to high levels.  
Thank you for your consideration of our recommendations, and please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely,
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James W. Kohlmoos

President
