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ducation insider

Kohlmoos brings vigor,

new relevance to NEKIA

Jim Kohlmoos is working to weave an everexpanding

web of education researchers,

policymakers and practitioners in his quest to

make data more usable.

In the process, the gregarious president of the

National Education Knowledge Industry

Association has expanded the scope and influence

of the group far beyond its lobbyist roots.

NEKIA has launched an initiative to create

“knowledge communities” to build education research

quality and infrastructure by setting up a

feedback cycle among all stakeholders (ED, July 26).

Kohlmoos sees knowledge use as the next

logical step in the evolution of the school-reform

movement, which began in the late 1980s with

the development of education standards and

continues with the accountability systems enshrined

by the No Child Left Behind Act.

These reforms, while vital, are a means and

not an end, he said.

“If education is truly the engine to drive the

American economy, we need a steady flow of

innovation,” Kohlmoos said. “The original concept

(See KOHLMOOS on page 6)
of standards-based reform was to direct resources

to parts of the system where there are problems.

The key is not in the accountability system, but

in the solutions that are devised as a result of

focusing on those problems.”

For NEKIA, that means making sure data are

used to devise solutions, not assign blame, said

Max McConkey, WestEd policy and communications

director and a 30-year NEKIA member.

“Jim has arrived at just the right time to help

us refocus on our mission, because knowledge use

is really coming back into its own,” McConkey

said. “He’s brought to the table people whose basic

interests are the same — to improve and reform

education — but who have very different ways of

going about it.”

The data onslaught created by NCLB, coupled

with a new push for rigor and relevance from the

Education Department, has exacerbated what

Kohlmoos calls a “serious disconnect” among researchers,

policymakers and the teachers they serve.

The different stakeholders often have little

training in one another’s fields and operate on

vastly disparate timelines. Researchers can

debate for years, while lawmakers want to

introduce reform bills before the next election.

That results in research and policies detached

from educators’ daily experience.

NEKIA guidelines help research groups stay

relevant and vital by working with school districts.

Researchers develop study proposals based

on the needs of teachers and administrators, and

they train educators to understand research

methods when analyzing their own data.

Kohlmoos hopes NEKIA will eventually build

a self-sustaining cycle of education experts

working together to improve education in the lab

and in the classroom.

“Just by personality, he’s a conciliator,”

McConkey said. “He’s able to work very well with

researchers, he speaks the language of the

people at IES and he knows the problems facing

policymakers on the Hill.”

—Sarah Sparks
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