The Dodd- Ensign

Improving 21st Century Community Learning Centers 

Act of 2007

What does the bill do?

· Enhances sustainability: The Dodd-Ensign bill enhances sustainability of programs by giving states the flexibility to make grants renewable based on performance.  21st Century Community Learning Centers have demonstrated strong positive results for students who regularly attend programs. More than one-third of current grantees will reach the end of their final grant years in 2007 and 2008. While it is important to seed new programs, it is equally important that programs that have demonstrated success, but are not yet self-sustaining, be able to continue to access funds. Grantees would have to compete for grant renewal, and states could encourage sustainability with other funding sources by capping the renewed grant level and/or requiring grantees to develop a sustainability plan as part of their reapplication.
· Increases quality: The Dodd-Ensign bill increases quality by giving states the option to expand the Training and Technical Assistance set aside to engage in activities designed to improve quality and availability of programs. With the recent growth in afterschool programs comes the need for state level infrastructure to support them. Enhancing quality across programs requires technical assistance on best practices and sustainability, professional development for providers, and the development of systems to effectively deliver technical assistance throughout a state. To address these needs, the allowable state activities set-aside is increased from 3% to 5%. The set-aside can only increase if it does not impact funding to current grantees.
· Addresses the obesity epidemic by including physical fitness and wellness programs into the list of possible programming activities.  Childhood obesity has more than doubled in the last 30 years. Over 60% of children ages 9-13 do not participate in organized physical activity outside of the school hours. Afterschool programs can fill this gap by providing children and youth with opportunities to engage in sports and other fitness activities.  
· Encourages service learning and youth development activities.  Service learning integrates student designed service projects that address community needs with academic studies.  This type of programming has been shown to strengthen student engagement, enhance student achievement, lower drop out and suspension rates, develop workforce and leadership skills and provide opportunities for teamwork.  Afterschool programs can provide service learning opportunities while maintaining their focus on academic achievement.
Who supports the bill?

The Dodd-Ensign bill is endorsed by the Afterschool Alliance, an organization representing more than 20,000 public, private and nonprofit afterschool providers dedicated to expanding access to high quality afterschool programs. 
