DRAFT MINUTES

NATIONAL EDUCATION KNOWLEDGE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

By Conference Call

January 17, 2006
The following Board members or their representatives were present on the call: Nancy Ames, Tom Barlow, Adie Becker, Chris Dwyer, Steve Fleischman, Wes Hoover, Paul Kimmelman, Jim Kohlmoos, Laura Lefkowits, Max McConkey, Jay Moskowitz, and Carol Thomas.

Staff Present: Marcia Knutson and John Waters

Overview of the Meeting 
Carol Thomas opened the meeting at 3:04 p.m. and briefly reviewed the agenda.  
Information Items
· 2007 Administration Budget and Education Issues in Congress-2006: Marcia Knutson informed the board that the 2007 budget proposal, to be released February 6th, will include a 5% cut, though it is not clear how it will be applied.  The president’s high school initiative should receive emphasis, and NEKIA remains hopeful that the proposal will include funding for the labs.  Jim Kohlmoos reviewed the lingering issues from fiscal  2006, including the Higher Education Act, Perkins/Voc-Ed, and the increased oversight of NCLB, which is laying a foundation for the reauthorization of ESEA.
· Department of Education: Jim informed the board of the departure of Nina Rees, and indicated that he and Marcia will attend the IES board meeting next week, the agenda for which will include the peer review process and other items.
· NEKIA’s ESEA Reauthorization Task Force:  Jim briefed the board on the work of the task force, which has developed a first draft of a proposal for reauthorization.  The proposal focuses on knowledge use, and how NEKIA members can support states and school districts with implementation issues.  The task force will continue its work and present in anticipation of discussion on the topic at the April board meeting.  The board also suggested preparation for addressing the issue of definitions for scientifically-based research. 
· NEKIA Center for Knowledge Use: Jim briefed the board on the ongoing efforts with the DC Department of Regulatory Affairs to change the name of NEKIA Communications to the NEKIA Center for Knowledge Use.  
February Retreat Preparations
Jim informed the board that the facilitator for the retreat has been conducting pre-meeting interviews with selected board members.  The retreat’s primary goal will be to stretch thinking about what NEKIA can and should be within the next three years, and consequently how this will affect NEKIA’s government relations portfolio and immediate membership issues.
Updates
· Jim briefed the board on the reception for the Comprehensive Center directors and Department of Education staff , held on January 9th.

· Marcia reviewed the plans for the upcoming PAG Review and Planning meeting on January 26th, and the Legislative and Policy Institute, to be held March 21st-23rd.
· Jim reviewed the preparations for the 2006 NEKIA Communicators Institute, to be held in New Orleans, May 31st -June 1st, in connection with the EWA annual meeting.
· Jim indicated that NEKIA is seeking two volunteers to assist with planning the July 10th-12th professional development institute, to be held in Aspen, CO.  Nancy Ames and Paul Kimmelman agreed to help plan the event.  The February retreat may provide time to identify NEKIA member needs to serve as a topic for the July institute.
· Jim briefed the board on the plans for the March 24th policy forum, co-hosted by Education Sector and the National Academies; the topic for the forum will be high schools.  Jim also informed the board that the next scheduled forum with this group, slated for June 27th, may be postponed. 

· Jim briefed the board on the status of NEKIA’s 2006 budget and membership levels.  NEKIA is spending as conservatively as possible as the membership commitment level is lower than anticipated.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:48 p.m. 
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