DRAFT MINUTES

NATIONAL EDUCATION KNOWLEDGE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

By Conference Call

May 16, 2005
The following Board members or their representatives were present on the call: Nancy Ames, Tom Barlow, Adie Becker, Denise Borders, Gina Burkhardt, Chris Dwyer, Diny Golder-Dardis, Wes Hoover, Paul Kimmelman, Jim Kohlmoos, Mike Mayo, Max McConkey, Jay Moskowitz, Henry Mothner, Doris Redfield, Carol Thomas, and Ludy van Broekhuizen.

Staff Present: Marcia Knutson and John Waters

Overview of the Meeting 
Chris Dwyer opened the meeting at 3:05 p.m. and briefly reviewed the agenda.  
News and Intelligence
· Appropriations Status: Marcia Knutson briefed the board on the status of appropriations, noting that the House was moving quickly on the Labor/HHS/Education bill.  She noted that small categorical programs were candidates for the list of possible cuts.  Marcia also noted the work of the PAG to get a bipartisan Dear Colleague letter in the Senate.
· CC/Lab RFPs: Marcia reported that release of the RFPs was expected in early June.  Chris and Jim Kohlmoos  informed the board that NEKIA’s role, as established by the Executive Committee, would be to review the RFPs in light of the law and be prepared to raise questions with the department should there appear to be compliance issues.
· NSF Initiative: Jim informed the board that this special effort had stalled due to the lack of participation of larger groups.  It will remain a watch-list issue for NEKIA.
· R&D Center Efforts: Jim informed the board that a letter would be sent to Barbara Foreman to get an indication of future plans.

· Comprehensive School Reform Efforts:  Jim and Marcia informed the board that they were continuing to work with Cheryl Smith, and that the fate of CSR would depend upon where it falls on the program cut list.
· Knowledge Utilization: Jim briefed the board on the work of the Knowledge Utilization “theme team”, indicating that the team hoped to have a finished product to present to the board on the next conference call.

Announcements and Updates
Jim briefed the board on the development of the policies and practices recommended by NEKIA’s auditor, and on the in-person Executive Committee meeting to take place later in the summer, which would focus on preliminary planning for 2006.
Jim also briefed the board on the upcoming conference call for the Business Development Group, which will focus on Supplemental Services opportunities for NEKIA members and will feature Steve Pines, of the Education Industry Association, as guest speaker.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:02 p.m. 
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