DRAFT MINUTES

NATIONAL EDUCATION KNOWLEDGE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

By Conference Call

March 21, 2005
The following Board members or their representatives were present on the call: Tom Barlow, Denise Borders, Gina Burkhardt, Chris Dwyer, Diny Golder-Dardis, Wes Hoover, Paul Kimmelman, Jim Kohlmoos, Laura Lefkowits, Max McConkey, Jay Moskowitz, Henry Mothner, Marilyn Murphy, Carol Thomas, and Ludy van Broekhuizen.

Staff Present: Marcia Knutson and John Waters

Overview of the Meeting 
Chris Dwyer opened the meeting at 3:05 p.m. and briefly reviewed the agenda.  
News
Marcia reviewed the passage of the budget resolutions in the House and Senate, noting the Kennedy amendment restoring education funding and the fact that appropriators could start work without a budget resolution, which could result in another continuing resolution.

Marcia and Jim Kohlmoos briefed the board on the status of R&D Center activity, noting that NEKIA is awaiting a response to its letter inquiring what the next stage of the process will be.  NEKIA has also sent a letter to the Department noting the omission of IES in the Department’s reorganization plan.     
Jim and Marcia reviewed the latest information about the Lab and Comprehensive Center RFP’s, stating the a recent rumor of their imminent release was unfounded.  The release should occur, however, within the next month to allow sufficient time for the approval and review process.

Review of Activities
Jim and Marcia briefed the board about the March 8th NEKIA Legislative Institute, and indicated they are reviewing evaluation of the event with the intent of making changes to recognize the differences in government relations experience among NEKIA members.   
Jim reviewed the February 28th Business Development conference call, and indicated that NEKIA is continuing to work on the exploration of opportunities in Homeland Security.  Jim informed the board that the March conference call would focus on the MATO and MOBIS contracting schedules.
Jim briefed the board on the March 9th Knowledge Utilization visioning meeting and the subsequent work to create a graphical model concept paper.  The paper will be presented to the board at the April meeting for consideration of ideas and preferences for moving the Knowledge Utilization process forward.
Discussion Items
Jim and Marcia briefed the board on the creation of the NSF “Watch List” in response to the administration’s proposal to cut $100M from NSF.  The board discussed the creation of this category within the 2005 government relations plan, expressing concern about the potential of such a new issue encroaching upon the plan’s approved priorities.  Chris noted that the nature of NEKIA work on these issues would be examined by the Executive Committee.
Updates
Jim briefed the board on plans for upcoming events:

· The board will meet April 11th in Montreal, and NEKIA will host a roundtable discussion on April 12th as part of the AERA Annual Meeting.
· The next policy forum, co-hosted by NAS and PPI at the NAS auditorium, will take place on July 28th, and will focus on charter schools.
· The 2005 NEKIA Communicators Institute will take place June 2nd and 3rd in Washington, DC. 
· The audit for 2004 is in its final stages, with a draft audit report to be presented to the board at the April meeting.
Jim also informed the board of changes in personnel at the White House and the Department.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:56 p.m. 
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