DRAFT MINUTES

NATIONAL EDUCATION KNOWLEDGE INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

By Conference Call

February 22, 2005
The following Board members or their representatives were present on the call: Nancy Ames, Tom Barlow, Adie Becker, Gina Burkhardt, Chris Dwyer, Wes Hoover, Paul Kimmelman, Jim Kohlmoos, Laura Lefkowits, Max McConkey, Henry Mothner, Marilyn Murphy, Doris Redfield, and Ludy van Broekhuizen.

Staff Present: Marcia Knutson and John Waters

Overview of the Meeting 
Jim Kohlmoos opened the meeting at 3:05 p.m. and briefly reviewed the agenda.  
Approval of New Members
Jim introduced the American Institutes for Research and the Academy for Education Development as candidates for NEKIA membership.  Max McConkey moved to approve AIR; Laura Lefkowits seconded.  AIR was approved unanimously.  Laura Lefkowits moved to approve AIR; Tom Barlow seconded.  AED was approved unanimously.     
Change in Designated Board Member 
Jim presented Tim Waters’ motion to designate Laura Lefkowits as the board representative for McREL; Max seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.
Government Relations Plan
Chris Dwyer and Jim presented the revised government relations plan for approval, noting the changes from the previous version.  Jim explained the rationale for slight increases in the accounts.  The board discussed the revised plan, noting the political necessity of reducing the funding request.  Max moved to approve the revised plan; Laura seconded.  The plan was approved by a vote of 10-1, with Paul Kimmelman dissenting.
President’s Budget 
Jim and Marcia Knutson updated the board on the 2006 proposed budget, noting the expectation of minor adjustments in the budget committee’s recommendation to appropriators.  Jim also briefed the board on a meeting with an OMB employee who had expressed concern about the PART process.
Comprehensive Center Positioning
Jim reviewed the letter sent to Ray Simon after the meeting with the comprehensive center directors, and indicated he would be following up on it.
RAC Process and Competitions
Jim reviewed the announced dates for the process:
· March 10 and 11: RACs meet in Houston

· March 21: Reports due

· May 2: RFP release

· June 26 or 27: Closing date

· August 1: Announcement of winners

Quick Updates
Jim provided quick updates on the following items:

· Business Development: Jim and Tom Barlow have worked on some new topics.  Bill Modzeleski will be the featured speaker for the March 28th conference call.

· Policy Forums: The next forum, in late June, will focus on charter schools

· KU Visioning Process: There will be another meeting on March 9th, and this will be an agenda item for the April board meeting.
· April board meeting: Make your arrangements as soon as possible.  NEKIA will be sending out information regarding meeting location within the next two weeks.
· KUA/NEKIA Communications newsletter: information and discussion of next steps will take place at the April board meeting.
· Membership Development: NEKIA will continue its recruitment efforts.

· Audit Process: A draft of the audit report will be presented to the board at the April meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:58 p.m. 
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