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4. Raymond Yannuzzi, President, Camden College (NJ)
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Instructions

1. All speakers are to call in by 9:15 AM. At that point, CEF staff will explain how the call will proceed. Actual call will not begin until 9:30 AM. 
2. Each speaker will speak for 2-3 minutes.  From your perspective please discuss any of the following:
a. The crucial role federal funding for education plays in providing students at all levels with the knowledge and skills for success in the global economy.

b. The current status of funding for education programs and the expected cuts in FY09.

c. How school children across the nation will not be fully served and college students will need to borrow more or work longer hours to be able to attain their goals for a post secondary education.

d. How this harmful funding trend will leave more of our nation’s students behind at all levels.

3. When all speakers have concluded their 2-3 minute brief statements, the moderator will open it up to questions from the media and/or CEF officers only.  CEF’s member organizations will have the opportunity to listen in on the call, but will be encouraged to leave question and answer time for the press.
DR’s Talking Points

1.  First, thank you to CEF for including us in this important discussion. 

2. Since I lead a nonprofit educational research and development organization, you might guess that funding for research and development is uppermost on my mind and wish list. In addition to representing Edvantia, I am here representing the Knowledge Alliance, a national trade organization with members, like Edvantia, that are committed to improving the status of learning for all students and to serving the nation as a reliable resource for valid information about proven educational practices.
3. While it is true that ED funds less research than any other federal agency, what I want to emphasize today is what additional resources for educational R&D can do for our schools, our children, and, ultimately, our nation’s position in the world. 
4. While we have seen few details about proposed funding levels, we have heard that Reading First is proposed for full funding and that School Improvement Grants should also do well. If true, this is good news because as NCLB accountability requirements come to fruition, it is glaringly clear that we have many schools, teachers, and children who are in need of proven solutions. 

5. That’s where increased funding for educational R&D is desperately needed and can be extremely helpful.  In recent years, funding for the regional educational laboratories, comprehensive technical assistance centers, and R&D centers has been level, at best – and this has happened during a time of increasing needs, increasing accountability for results, and higher costs. What it has meant is a reduction in services and innovation during a time of greatest need. 

6. As will be emphasized in a February 20 policy forum sponsored by the Knowledge Alliance, the Association of Education Publishers, and the Software and Information Industry Association – in Washington, DC – funding for development efforts is especially critical now because practitioners are pressed to improve achievement for all students by using proven practices at the very time when there is a scarcity of research on practices that produce optimal results for particular students under particular circumstances. The development cycle necessarily includes the research on and testing of innovations for effectiveness.  

7. So . . . what did the President have to say about research in Monday’s State of the Union address? I heard three references to research:

· The first was that to build a future of energy security, we must trust in the creative genius of American researchers and entrepreneurs and empower them to pioneer a new generation of clean energy technology.

· The second was that to keep America competitive into the future, we must trust in the skill of our scientists and engineers and empower them to pursue the breakthroughs of tomorrow. He then referred to the fact that last year, Congress passed legislation supporting the American Competitiveness Initiative, but has not yet funded it. He then asked that Congress double federal support for critical basic research in the physical sciences and ensure America remains the most dynamic nation on Earth.
· Third, Bush said that we must trust in the innovative spirit of medical researchers and empower them to discover new treatments. 
8. What all of this says to me is that research and innovation is valued by the Administration, and Congress is being called upon to support it. What I didn’t hear was a valuing of educational research, without which we will continue to suffer from a shortage of the very kinds of researchers and scientists described in the President’s address. 
9. Researchers, or not, I believe that we all agree that it is important for our children to be taught well, learn well, perform well, and be equipped for not only their own success following high school graduation (assuming we adequately prepare them for graduation), but also for the health of our nation. We see educational R&D as having a critical role in helping the U.S. claim or re-claim its world leadership.
10.   We look forward to working with Congress and the Administration to help our schools and students succeed . . . through the power of what we do best: developing and testing education practices and helping practitioners develop their capacity to effectively apply those practices that do, indeed, work.  
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